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n
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e
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n

ly o
n

e
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a

ve
 d

e
ve

lo
p
e

d
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 p

u
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m

a
te
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l d
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ctio

n
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n
d
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e
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n
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n
e
 n

o
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a
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d
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n
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n
y p
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r o
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T
h
u

s o
p
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n
s S

y
m
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f S
a
c
re
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c
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n
c
e

 (1
9

7
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y
m
b
o
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 d
e
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 S
c
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n
c
e

S
a
c
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h
e
n w

e
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o
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u
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d
itio

n
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e
 n

o
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a

t th
e

y a
ll h

a
ve
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d

e
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e
 w

h
e
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 u

s W
e
ste

rn
 p

e
o

p
le

 se
e

 e
vo

lu
tio

n
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 fo
u

r e
ra

s, th
e

 w
o

rld
 g

o
e

s
fro

m
 g

lo
rio

u
s b

liss to
 th

e
 p

itch
 b

la
ck tim

e
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 w
h

ich
 w

e
 n

o
w
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. T

h
e
 g

o
ld

,
silve

r, b
ro

n
ze

 a
n

d
 iro

n
 a

g
e

s o
f th

e
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o
m

a
n

s, th
e

 S
a
tya

, T
re

ta
, D

va
p

a
ra

 a
n

d
K

a
li yu

g
a

s o
f th

e
 H

in
d

u
s a

n
d
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e

 sp
e
a

rtim
e

, sw
o

rd
tim

e
, w

in
d
tim

e
 a

n
d
 w

o
lftim

e
o

f th
e
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n
cie

n
t N

o
rth

e
rn

 E
u

ro
p

e
a
n
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ith

 e
a
ch

 n
e

w
 p

e
rio

d
 o

u
r w

o
rld

 d
rifts

a
w

a
y fu

rth
e

r fro
m
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e
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o
u

rce
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n
d
 th

e
 in

e
vita

b
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 R
a

g
n
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ro

k w
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a
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n
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n

d
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o
u

r w
o

rld
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a
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n

 b
e
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n

e
w

e
d
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n

d
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e
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n

 b
e

g
in
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g
a
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T
h
is id

e
a
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b
a
b

ly th
e
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o
st p

o
p
u

la
r T

ra
d

itio
n

a
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e
a
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d

a
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n
ti-

m
o
d

e
rn

istic a
n

d
 a

n
ti-W

e
ste

rn
 se

n
tim

e
n
ts th

rive
 a

m
o
n

g
 ce

rta
in
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ro

u
p
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n

d
G

u
é
n
o

n
, b

u
t a

lso
 E

vo
la

, h
a

ve
 sp

e
n

t m
a

n
y p

a
g
e
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 d

e
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e
 th

e
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ttro
citie

s o
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o
u

r a
g
e
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o
w

e
ve
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u
 ca

n
 se

e
, th

e
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n
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sa

tru
” p

a
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l h

e
re
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f
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u

rse
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is id
e

a
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f m
in
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u
r cu

rre
n
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d
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t p
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o
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d
itio
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m
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 d
e
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d

b
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d
a
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n
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e
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n
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 p
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n
d
 w
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n
e
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u
é
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n

 I th
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a
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s o
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o
u
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h
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u
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a
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a
n

y n
a
m

e
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b
u
t m

a
n
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a
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u
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h
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k re
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o

u
rce
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ctu

a
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e
a
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b

o
u

t
a
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n
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ve
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n
u
n
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a

g
a
p
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o

d
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a
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o

w
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h
a

t w
e

 a
re
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g
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b
o
u
t. 
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o
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n
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h
e
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m
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n

t
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e
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a
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n

d
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o
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a
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o
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o
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s
e
a

rth
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a
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w

h
e
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e
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b
o
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o
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w

n
e

d
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a
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e
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 n
o

w
h

e
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T
h
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u
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m

e
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m
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e
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ö
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s
p
a
 (ve
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, L
a

rrin
g
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n
’s tra

n
sla

tio
n
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n

d
th

e
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w
n

in
g
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a
o
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w
n
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g
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a

p
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 o
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e
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n
sla

tio
n
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in

n
u
n

g
a

g
a

p
,

th
e
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o
th

in
g
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a
t co

n
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in
s A

ll. A
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u
 p

ro
b
a

b
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o
w
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in
 G

in
n
u

n
g
a

g
a

p
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a
n
d
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n

d
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m
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e
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a
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n
 b

e
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e
e
n
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e
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o
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ve
n
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a

lly th
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o

rld
w

a
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e

d
. S

p
e

a
kin

g
 w

ith
 P

yth
a

g
o

ra
s, G

in
n

u
n

g
a

g
a

p
 is 0
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m
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h

ich
 th

e
 1

e
m

a
n

a
te

s, d
u
a
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m

e
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e
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n

d
 ice
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u

t Y
m
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n
d

id
a

te
 h

e
re
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th

e
 th
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e

 P
rin

cip
le
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d

in
, V

ili a
n
d

 V
é

) co
m

e
 fo

rth
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n
d

 th
e
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u

r (e
le

m
e

n
ts if
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u
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) th

a
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rm
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e
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o
rld
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p
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p
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u
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r l’In

itia
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9
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3

N
o

w
 yo

u
 ca

n
 sa

y th
a

t e
ve
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g
 co

m
e

s fro
m

 G
in

n
u
n

g
a

g
a

p
, b

u
t n

o
t e

ve
rytin

g
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m
e

s d
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c
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m
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in
n
u
n

g
a

g
a

p
, sin

ce
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ig
h

t h
a

ve
 co

m
e

 fro
m

 so
m

e
th

in
g

e
lse
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a
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m
e

 fro
m

 so
m

e
th

in
g

 e
lse

, e
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 th
e
 fo

u
r co

m
e
 fro

m
 th

e
 th

re
e
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S
till, th

e
 o

n
ly w

a
y to
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n

n
e
ct to

 th
e

 S
o

u
rce

 is th
ro

u
g
h

 a
 d

ire
ct lin

k. T
h

is is
w

h
e

n
 G

u
é

n
o

n
’s m

o
st ra

d
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l a
n

d
 m

o
st fa

r-re
a

ch
in

g
 id

e
a
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m

e
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ro
u

n
d
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e
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e
r.W

e h
a

ve
 p
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u
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te
d
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a
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itia

tio
n

 is e
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n
tia
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e
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n
sm

issio
n

o
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a
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flu
e
n

ce
, a

 tra
n
sm

issio
n

 th
a

t ca
n

 o
n

ly ta
ke

 p
la

ce
 th

ro
u

g
h

a
 re

g
u

la
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d
itio

n
a

l o
rg

a
n

iza
tio

n
, so

 th
a

t o
n

e
 ca

n
n

o
t sp

e
a

k o
f a

n
y

in
itia

tio
n
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u
tsid

e
 a

n
 a
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tio

n
 w

ith
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n
 o

rg
a

n
iza

tio
n

 o
f th

is kin
d
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S
in
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n
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a
g
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a
b
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e
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d
 flu
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a
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e

n
ce
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e
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n
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tio
n
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b

o
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a
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d
 o

n
 b

y w
h

a
t G

u
é

n
o

n
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n
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tio
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n
d
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e

a
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 u
n

d
e
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n

d
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a
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m
e

b
o

d
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h
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 d
o

e
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o
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ss’ th
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n
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o
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p

a
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n
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h
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n
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n
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o

n
e
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u
g
h
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tio
n
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 su

b
je

ct th
a
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u
é
n
o

n
h

a
s w

ritte
n
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b

o
u

t a
t g

re
a

t le
n

g
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, e
sp

e
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 b
o

o
k o

f w
h
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w
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u

o
te

s
h

e
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 fro
m

. S
till th

e
re

 a
re

 m
a

n
y p

e
o
p

le
 sp

e
a

kin
g
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b
o

u
t se

lf-in
itia

tio
n
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r

e
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b
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in
g

 m
o

d
e

rn
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o
o

ls. T
h

e
 id

e
a

 is cle
a

r, th
e

 re
su

lt o
f it, a

s I
sa

id
, is fa

r re
a

ch
in

g
, sin

ce
 it u

n
d

e
rm

in
e

s th
e
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rg
e

r p
a

rt o
f w

h
a

t w
e
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o

w
a

d
a
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ll “e
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ric” o

r “in
itia
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S
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u
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h
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h
a
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u
p

s d
o
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a
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n
b
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n
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a
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; w
h

a
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ro
u

p
s

ca
n
 p

ro
vid

e
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e
n
u

in
e
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itia

tio
n
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u
r o

w
n

 tim
e
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n

d
 d

a
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T
h

e
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n
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itia

tic o
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a
n
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n
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e
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e
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a
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n
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cla
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 a
n
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u

th
e

n
tic tra

d
itio

n
a

l a
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tio
n
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u
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e
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h
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n

d
itio

n
, le

t
u
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n
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o
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, th

e
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n

 o
n

ly b
e
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u

e
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n
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se

u
d
o
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tio
n

)
o
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e
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a
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e

 C
o

m
p

a
g
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o
n
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a
g
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n

d
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a
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n
ry [Q
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It is e
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n
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o
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a
n
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h

a
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a
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lre
a
d

y so
u

n
d

e
d
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:

L
e

t u
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p
e

n
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o
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e
r p

a
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n
th

e
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g
a
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in

g
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m
a
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h
a

p
p

e
n
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a
t so

m
e
 ‘p

h
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so
p

h
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l’ o
r m

o
re

 o
r le
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tio

n
a
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e

a
s

in
filtra

te
 a

n
 in

itia
tic o

rg
a

n
iza

tio
n

, th
is m

u
st b

e
 se

e
n

 o
n

ly a
s th

e
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ffe
ct o

f
in

d
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u
a

l o
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 e
rro

r o
n
 th

e
 p

a
rt o

f its m
e
m

b
e
rs d

u
e

 to
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e
ir

in
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p
a

city to
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n
d
e
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n

d
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e
 tru

e
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a
tu
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f th
e
 o

rg
a

n
iza

tio
n

 a
n

d
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u
s to
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e
m

se
lve

s fro
m

 a
ll p
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n
e
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n
ta

m
in

a
tio

n
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] O
n
e

 o
f th

e
stra

n
g
e

st p
h

e
n

o
m

e
n
a

 o
f th

is kin
d

 is th
e

 p
e

n
e

tra
tio

n
 o

f ‘d
e
m

o
cra

tic’
id

e
a

s in
to

 W
e
ste

rn
 e

so
te

ric o
rg

a
n

iza
tio

n
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e
re

 w
e

 a
re

 n
a
tu

ra
lly

th
in

kin
g
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f M
a

so
n
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b

o
ve
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a
st o
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n
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T
h
e

re
 yo

u
 h

a
ve

 it, n
o

t so
m

e
th

in
g

 to
 b

e
co

m
e
 h

a
p
p

y a
b

o
u

t, b
u

t sin
ce

 I fin
d

G
u

é
n
o

n
’s in

itia
l id

e
a

 th
e

 m
o

st lo
g
ica

l, I w
ill h

a
ve

 to
 a

cce
p

t th
e

 co
n

se
q
u

e
n

ce
s

o
f th

is w
a

y o
f th

in
kin

g
. 

O
n

e
 o

f th
e

 m
a
jo

r o
b
je

ctio
n

s o
f G

u
é
n

o
n

 a
g
a

in
st F

re
e
m

a
so

n
ry is th

a
t m

a
n

y
b

re
th

e
rn

 jo
in

 (o
fte

n
 to

o
 e

a
sily), re

ce
ive

 th
e

ir in
itia

tio
n

 (w
h
ich

 is a
 sta

rt, n
o
t a

n
e

n
d

!), w
h

ich
 h

e
 ca

lls th
e

 “virtu
a

l in
itia

tio
n

”, b
u
t fa

il to
 “re

a
lise

” it. T
h
e
 “virtu

a
l

in
itia

tio
n

” is ve
ry m

u
ch

 g
e

n
u

in
e
. T

h
e
 in

itia
n

t re
ce

ive
s th

e
 “sa

cre
d
 flu

id
”, h

e
d

ie
s a

n
d

 re
live

s, b
u

t th
e

re
 th

e
 p

a
th

 o
n

ly sta
rts. M

a
n

y M
a

so
n

s o
f to

d
a

y stick to
se

e
in

g
 M

a
so

n
ry a

s so
m

e
 so

cia
l o

rg
a

n
isa

tio
n

, a
 g

ro
u

p
 it ca

n
 b

e
 h

e
lp

fu
l to

 b
e
 a

m
e
m

b
e
r o

f fo
r th

e
ir ca

re
e

rs w
ith

in
 (th

e
re

 a
re

 m
a

n
y g

ra
d
e

s in
 so

m
e
 rite

s) o
r

o
u
tsid

e
 o

f th
e

 fra
te

rn
ity, b

u
t fa

il to
 b

e
co

m
e

 th
e
 re

a
l in

itia
te

s w
h

o
 ca

n
 in

itia
te

n
e

w
 stu

d
e

n
ts. T

h
is m

e
a
n

s th
a

t w
ith

in
 a

 sh
o

rt a
m

o
u
n

t o
f tim

e
, th

e
re

 m
ig

h
t n

o
t

b
e
 a

n
y g

e
n
u

in
e
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so
te
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ft in
 th

e
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e
st.

A
s
a
tru

I d
o

 n
o
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p
p

o
se

 I h
a

ve
 to

 te
ll re

a
d
e

rs o
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is jo
u
rn

a
l w

h
a

t A
sa

tru
 is, b

u
t

p
e

rh
a

p
s it is w

ise
 to

 still le
t yo

u
 kn

o
w

 w
h

a
t I m

e
a

n
 w

ith
 it. I p

re
fe

r th
e

 te
rm

“A
sa

tru
” o

ve
r th

e
 m

o
re

 g
e

n
e

ra
l te

rm
s “p

a
g
a

n
ism

” o
r “h

e
a

th
e

n
ry”, sin

ce
“A

sa
tru

” is m
o

re
 sp

e
cific fo

r N
o

rth
e

rn
-E

u
ro

p
e

a
n

 p
a

g
a
n
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. T

h
e
 te

rm
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sa
tru
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lf is fla
w

e
d
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 th

e
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n
se
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a
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e
m
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p
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a
t th

e
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 is o
n

ly o
n

e
 ‘se

t o
f

G
o

d
s’, w

h
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e

re
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lso
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a
n

ir a
n

d
 b

e
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e
s G

o
d
s th

e
re

 a
re

 o
th

e
r d

e
itie

s
th

a
t fo

rm
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a
rt o

f th
e

 re
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io
n

. S
o
m

e
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y th
a
t “h

e
iÞ

n
i” is a

 te
rm

 th
a

t w
a

s u
se

d
b

y o
u

r h
e
a

th
e

n
 fo
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e
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 d
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g
u
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 th

e
m

se
lve
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m
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e
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h
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n
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o
t to

o
 w

e
ll-kn

o
w

n
 a

n
d

 I th
in

k “A
sa

tru
” fits th

e
 n

e
e

d
 fo

r n
o

w
. I d

o
w

a
n

t to
 stre

ss th
a

t it se
e

m
s th

a
t fo

r e
xa

m
p

le
 in

 th
e

 U
S

A
 th

e
 te

rm
 “A

sa
tru

” is
u

se
d

 b
y ce

rta
in

 h
e

a
th

e
n

 g
ro

u
p
s to

 d
istin

g
u

ish
 th

e
m

se
lve

s fro
m

 o
th

e
r

h
e
a

th
e

n
s, su

ch
 a

s Þ
h

e
o

d
s, O

d
in

ists, e
tc. W

h
e
n I u

se
 th

e
 te

rm
, it is in

 su
ch

 a
g
e

n
e

ra
l w

a
y th

a
t su

ch
 g

ro
u

p
s a

ll fa
ll u

n
d

e
r th

e
 u

m
b

re
lla

.

A
 little

 b
it o

f h
is
to
ry

M
a

n
kin

d
 ca

n
 b

e
 d

ivid
e

d
 in

to
 ‘fa

m
ilie

s’, In
d

o
-E

u
ro

p
e

a
n

, U
ra

lic, D
ra

vid
ic, e

tc.
T

h
e

se
 te

rm
s w

e
re

 in
ve

n
te

d
 b

y lin
g
u

istics to
 d

e
scrib

e
 fa

m
ilie

s o
f la

n
g
u
a

g
e

s,
b

u
t n

o
w

d
a
ys th

e
y a

re
 u

se
d

 b
y sch

o
la

rs o
r a

 va
rie

ty o
f d

ire
ctio

n
s. T

h
e
 In

d
o

-
E

u
ro

p
e

a
n

 la
n

g
u

a
g
e

 fa
m

ily is d
ivid

e
d

 fu
rth

e
r in

 sm
a

lle
r fa

m
ilie

s: S
la

vic,
R

o
m

a
n

, In
d

o
-Ira

n
ia

n
 a

n
d

 G
e

rm
a

n
ic la

n
g
u

a
g
e

s. T
h

e
 In

d
o

-E
u

ro
p

e
a

n
 fa

m
ily is

o
f b

ig
 in

te
re

st to
 u

s. M
a
n

y p
e
o

p
le

 h
a

ve
 b

ro
ke

n
 th

e
ir h

e
a

d
s o

ve
r th

e
 q

u
e

stio
n

w
h

e
re

 th
e
 In

d
o

-E
u

ro
p

e
a

n
s o

rig
in

a
te

d
, w

h
a
t th

e
 “p

ro
to

-In
d

o
-E

u
ro

p
e

a
n

”
la

n
g
u

a
g
e

 w
a

s like
, h

o
w

 it sp
re

a
d

 o
ve

r su
ch

 a
 g

ig
a

n
tic a

re
a

 a
s th

e
 ve

ry fa
r

E
a

st to
 Ire

la
n
d

 a
n
d

 h
o

w
 p

e
o

p
le

s a
re

 re
la

te
d

. P
e

rso
n

a
lly I d

o
 n

o
t h

a
ve

 a
 ve

ry
la

rg
e

 in
te

re
st in

 th
e

se
 d

e
ta

ils. W
h
a

t co
n

ce
rn

s m
e

 m
o

st is th
a

t sch
o

la
rs in

 th
e

fie
ld

 o
f co

m
p

a
ra

tive
 m

yth
o

lo
g
y a

lso
 lo

o
k a

t th
e
 In

d
o

-E
u

ro
p

e
a
n

 fa
m

ily a
n

d
fo

u
n

d
 strikin

g
 sim

ila
ritie

s b
e

tw
e

e
n

 th
e

 m
yth

o
lo

g
ie

s, re
lig

io
n

s a
n

d
 th

e
 stru

ctu
re

o
f th

e
se

 o
f In

d
o

-E
u

ro
p

e
a

n
 p

e
o
p

le
s. T

h
is is n

o
t o

n
ly e

xtre
m

e
ly in

te
re

stin
g
, b

u
t

a
lso

 ve
ry h

e
lp

fu
l w

h
e

n
 yo

u
 w

a
n
t to

 u
se

 a
n

 o
ld

 re
lig

io
n

 su
ch

 a
s “A

sa
tru

” a
s a

livin
g

 fa
ith

. G
a
p
s a

n
d

 h
o

le
s m

ig
h

t b
e
 p

la
ste

re
d

 w
ith

 in
fo

rm
a

tio
n

 o
f kin

d
re

d
m

yth
o

lo
g
ie

s.

T
h
e

 n
ice

st th
in

g
 is th

a
t w

ith
in

 th
e
 In

d
o

-E
u
ro

p
e
a

n
 fa

m
ily, n

o
t o

n
ly th

e
 o

ld
e

st,
b

u
t a

lso
 th

e
 m

o
st co

m
p
le

te
 w

ritte
n

 so
u

rce
s a

re
 to

 b
e

 fo
u

n
d

. T
h
e
 H

in
d
u

 V
e
d

a
s

m
a
ke

 a
 g

re
a

t e
xa

m
p

le
. T

h
e

 V
e

d
a
s  w

e
re

 w
ritte

n
 1

5
0
0

 to
 1

0
0

0
 B

C
E

. In
 m

a
n

y
w

a
ys th

e
 V

e
d

ic te
xts sh

o
w

 fa
m

ilia
r th

e
m

e
s a

n
d

 stru
ctu

re
s, b

u
t th

e
y a

re
 m

o
re

co
m

p
le

te
 th

a
n

 o
u

r Ice
la

n
d

ic a
n

d
 T

e
u

to
n

ic so
u

rce
s a

n
d

 th
e

re
fo

r h
e

lp
fu

l to
m

a
ke

 cro
ss-re

fe
re

n
ce

s o
r e

ve
n

 su
g
g
e

st so
llu

tio
n
s fo

r g
a

p
s. T

h
is o

f co
u

rse
so

u
n

d
s m

u
ch

 e
a
sie

r th
a

n
 it is. N

o
t e

ve
ry H

in
d
u

 te
xt co

n
fo

rm
s w

ith
 th

e
 V

e
d
a

s
n

o
r w

ith
 th

e
 te

xts th
a

t w
e

re
 le

ft fo
r N

o
rth

e
rn

 E
u

ro
p
e

. T
h
e
 id

e
a

 is cle
a
r th

o
u

g
h

,
‘fa

m
ily tra

d
itio

n
s’ a

re
 in

fo
rm

a
tive

 a
n

d
 h

e
lfp

fu
ll e

xcu
rsio

n
s. F

u
rth

e
r re

la
tive

s a
re

to
o
, b

u
t le

ss stro
n

g
ly. 

In
d
o
-E
u
ro
p
e
a
n
 s
tru

c
tu
re
s

A
 fa

m
o

u
s sch

o
la

r o
n

 In
d

o
-E

u
ro

p
e

a
n
 re

lig
io

n
s a

n
d
 tra

d
itio

n
s w

a
s th

e
F

re
n

ch
m

a
n
 G

e
o

rg
e

s D
u

m
é

zil (1
8

9
8

-1
9

8
6

). B
y stu

d
yin

g
 a

ll In
d
o

-E
u

ro
p

e
a
n

re
lig

io
n

s a
n

d
 tra

d
itio

n
s, co

m
p
a

rin
g

 th
e
m

, p
u

ttin
g
 th

e
 m

a
g
n
ifyin

g
 g

la
ss o

n
e

le
m

e
n
ts, e

tc. h
e

 ca
m

e
 to

 th
e

 co
n

clu
sio

n
 th

a
t a

ll th
e

se
 re

lig
io

n
s h

a
ve

 a
co

m
m

o
n
 stru

ctu
re

. In
itia

lly D
u
m

é
zil sp

o
ke

 a
b

o
u

t a
 d

u
a

l stru
ctu

re
, la

te
r h

e
ca

m
e

 to
 th

e
 co

n
clu

sio
n

 th
a

t th
is co

n
ce

rn
s a

 trip
a

rtite
 stru

ctu
re

 w
ith

 a
 d

u
a

l
stru

ctu
re

 in
co

rp
o

ra
te

d
. T

h
e
 id

e
a

 is a
s fo

llo
w

s.

W
ith

in
 th

e
 m

yth
s a

n
d

 th
e

re
fo

r a
lso

 in
 so

cie
ty, In

d
o

-E
u

ro
p

e
a

n
 cu

ltu
re

s h
a

ve
 a

stru
ctu

re
 o

f th
re

e
 “fu

n
ctio

n
s”. In

 m
yth

 th
is co

n
ce

rn
s a

 so
ve

re
ig

n
 cla

ss, a
w

a
rrio

r cla
ss a

n
d
 a

 fe
rtility cla

ss. T
h

e
 first is a

 d
o

u
b

le
 fu

n
ctio

n
, w

ith
 a

n
o

p
p

o
sin

g
 so

ve
re

ig
n

ty b
e

in
g

 la
w

 a
n

d
 o

rd
e

r (T
ýr/T

iw
a

z, o
r M

itra
 w

ith
 th

e
H

in
d

u
s) a

n
d
 m

e
n

d
a

cio
u
s a

n
d

 d
a

rk m
a

g
ic a

n
d

 co
n
tra

cts (“b
in

d
in

g
 g

o
d

s”)
(O

ð
in

n
/W

o
d
a
n

, o
r th

e
 H

in
d

u
 V

a
ru

n
n

a
). T

h
e

 se
co

n
d

 fu
n

ctio
n

 is fo
r th

e
th

u
n
d

e
rg

o
d

 Þ
o

rr/D
o
n

a
r o

r In
d

ra
. T

h
e
 la

st fu
n
ctio

n
 is m

a
n

n
e
d
 b

y tw
in

s (th
e

N
a

sa
tya

 o
f th

e
 H

in
d

u
s) o

r in
 th

e
 N

o
rth

e
rn

 ca
se

, a
 b

ro
th

e
r a

n
d
 siste

r (F
re

yr
a

n
d

 F
re

ya
). W

h
e
n
 w

e
 lo

o
k a

t so
cie

ty, w
e

 se
e

 e
ith

e
r a

 “p
rie

st-kin
g
” o

r a
 kin

g
a

n
d

 p
rie

stly cla
ss, so

ld
ie

rs a
n
d

 fa
rm

e
rs (co

m
m

o
n

 m
a

n
 in

 la
rg

e
). E

sp
e

cia
lly fo

r
th

e
 first fu

n
ctio

n
 w

e
 h

a
ve

 to
 g

o
 q

u
ite

 a
 b

it b
a
ck to

 fin
d
 it in

 N
o
rth

e
rn

 E
u

ro
p

e
a
n

so
cie

ty.

I fin
d

 th
is a

 g
o

o
d

 stru
ctu

re
 to

 w
o

rk w
ith

. O
f co

u
rse

 th
e

re
 a

re
 b

o
o

ks th
a

t
‘u

n
m

a
sk’ th

e
 th

e
o

ry a
s w

ish
fu

ll th
in

kin
g
, sa

yin
g

 th
a
t it fo

rce
s a

 stru
ctu

re
 w

h
e

re
th

e
re

 is n
o

n
e
, e

sp
e

cia
lly n

o
w

 th
a
t D

u
m

é
zil is q

u
ickly lo

o
sin

g
 p

o
p

u
la

rity a
m

o
n

g
sch

o
la

rs in
 h

is fie
ld

, b
u
t e

ve
n

 th
o

u
g
h

 th
e

re
 a

re
 in

d
e

e
d

 a
rg

u
m

e
n

ts a
g
a

in
st th

e
rig

id
 d

ivisio
n

 o
f D

u
m

é
zil, I th

in
k th

a
t a

 stru
ctu

re
 in

 m
y w

a
y o

f th
in

kin
g
 h

e
lp

s to
p

u
t th

in
g
s in

 a
 p

la
ce

. In
 p

a
rticu

la
r th

e
 N

o
rth

e
rn

 E
u

ro
p
e
a

n
 m

yth
s m

a
ke

 it
d

ifficu
lt to

 re
so

lu
te

ly fo
rce

 th
is stru

ctu
re

 o
n

. Is O
d

h
ín

n
 n

o
t b

o
th

 a
 G

o
d
 o

f m
a

g
ic

(first fu
n

ctio
n

) a
n

d
 w

a
r (se

co
n

d
 fu

n
ctio

n
)?

 Is T
ýr n

o
t m

o
stly a

 G
o

d
 o

f w
a

r
(se

co
n
d

 fu
n

ctio
n

) in
 th

e
 te

xts th
a

t w
e

 h
a

ve
 a

n
d

 is Þ
o

rr n
o
t a

 G
o
d

 o
f w

a
r

(se
co

n
d

 fu
n

ctio
n

) a
n
d

 fe
rtility (th

ird
 fu

n
ctio

n
)?

 S
u
re

. D
u

m
é

zil h
a
s e

ve
n

 sa
id



th
a
t in

 th
e
 N

o
rse

 m
yth

s, th
e

 stru
ctu

re
 h

a
s d

ro
p

p
e

d
 h

a
lf a

 fu
n

ctio
n
 a

n
d
 th

e
re

fo
r

th
e
y o

ve
rla

p
. It d

o
e

s n
o

t re
a

lly m
a
tte

r w
h

o
 is rig

h
t a

n
d
 w

h
o

 is w
ro

n
g
, b

u
t th

e
stru

ctu
re

 o
f D

u
m

é
zil m

a
ke

s a
 g

o
o

d
 sta

rt to
 in

ve
stig

a
te

 th
in

g
s, to

 lo
o

k a
t

ch
a

ra
cte

rs in
 m

yth
s a

n
d

 co
m

p
a

re
 d

iffe
re

n
t m

yth
o

lo
g
ie

s a
n

d
 it p

re
ve

n
ts u

s
fro

m
 sta

rtin
g
 to

 co
m

p
a

re
 T

ýr w
ith

 th
e

 N
a
sa

tya
 tw

in
s, sin

ce
 th

e
y a

re
 ‘to

o
 fa

r
a

p
a

rt’.

T
h
e

 N
o

rth
e

rn
 m

yth
s h

a
ve

 a
 m

a
g
n

ifice
n

t sym
b

o
l a

n
d

 im
a

g
e

s in
 th

e
 m

yth
s o

n
w

h
ich

 th
is stru

ctu
re

 w
o

rks p
e

rfe
ctly. T

h
e
 V

a
lkn

u
tr (“kn

o
t o

f th
e

 sla
in

/fa
lle

n
”)

co
n
sists o

f th
re

e
 tria

n
g
le

s. B
e

in
g

 a
 kn

o
t, th

e
 V

a
lkn

u
tr re

fe
rs to

 th
e
 “b

in
d

in
g

G
o

d
” O

d
h
ín

n
 a

n
d

 in
d
e

e
d

, w
e

 se
e

 th
e

 sym
b

o
l a

lw
a

ys in
 co

m
b

in
a

tio
n

 w
ith

 th
is

G
o

d
. It is ca

lle
d
 “kn

o
t o

f th
e

 sla
in

”, b
e

ca
u

se
 O

d
h

ín
n

 ta
ke

s th
e

 b
e
st fig

h
te

rs fo
r

h
is a

rm
y in

 W
a
lh

a
lla

 (“h
a

ll o
f th

e
 sla

in
”). T

h
e

re
 is m

o
re

 a
b

o
u
t th

is sym
b

o
l th

a
t

yo
u

 d
o

 n
o
t re

a
lly re

a
d

 in
 th

e
 te

xts th
a
t w

e
 h

a
ve

 (o
ld

 o
r n

e
w

). T
h

re
e

 tria
n

g
le

s
m

a
ke

 o
f co

u
rse

 n
in

e
 a

n
g
le

s a
n

d
 co

u
ld

 th
e

re
fo

r ve
ry w

e
ll re

fe
r to

 th
e

 n
in

e
w

o
rld

s: th
re

e
 tim

e
s th

re
e

 w
o

rld
s. T

h
e

se
 n

in
e

 w
o

rld
s a

re
 su

b
je

ct o
f o

n
g
o

in
g

d
iscu

ssio
n

s, b
e

ca
u

se
 th

e
 te

xts n
o

w
h

e
re

 cle
a
rly te

ll u
s w

h
ich

 w
o

rld
s th

e
se

 a
re

.
I h

a
ve

 d
o

n
e
 so

m
e

 in
ve

stig
a

tio
n

s a
n
d

 co
m

e
 to

 th
e
 fo

llo
w

in
g

 h
yp

o
th

e
sis w

h
ich

fo
r m

e
 is ve

ry p
la

u
sib

le
:

In
 th

e
 te

xts w
e

 h
a

ve
 “g

a
rd

r” (“g
a

rd
e
n

s”) a
n
d

 “h
e

im
r” (w

o
rld

s), w
o

rd
s w

h
ich

 a
re

o
fte

n
 u

se
d

 a
s syn

o
n

ym
s. P

e
rso

n
a

lly I p
re

fe
r to

 re
fe

r to
 th

re
e

 g
a

rd
e

n
s, b

e
in

g
“A

sg
a

rd
r” (first fu

n
ctio

n
), “M

id
g
a

rd
r” (se

co
n
d

 fu
n

ctio
n
) a

n
d
 “U

tg
a

rd
r” (th

ird
fu

n
ctio

n
). T

h
is is th

e
 ro

u
g
h

 d
ivisio

n
 in

to
 th

re
e

 w
o

rld
s, th

e
 th

re
e

 tria
n

g
le

s. E
a

ch
o

f th
e

se
 g

a
rd

e
n

s co
n

sists o
f th

re
e

 w
o

rld
s:

A
sg

a
rd

r - A
sa

h
e

im
r, V

a
n

a
h
e

im
r a

n
d

 G
la

d
sh

e
im

r
M

id
g
a

rd
r - M

a
n
n

a
h

e
im

r, A
lfh

e
im

r a
n

d
 S

va
rta

lfh
e

im
r

U
tg

a
rd

r - M
u
sp

e
llh

e
im

r, N
iflh

e
im

r a
n
d

 H
e

lh
e
im

r

I d
id

 n
o
t in

ve
n

t a
n

y o
f th

e
se

 te
rm

s, b
u

t I d
id

 h
a

ve
 to

 co
lle

ct th
e
m

 fro
m

 se
ve

ra
l

te
xts. “A

sa
h

e
im

r” is o
f co

u
rse

 th
e

 h
o

m
e

 o
f th

e
 Æ

sir, th
e

 te
rm

 co
m

e
s fro

m
 th

e
Y
n
g
lin
g
a
s
a
g
a
 in

 S
n

o
rr S

tu
rlu

so
n
’s H

e
im

s
k
rin

g
la

. T
h

e
 sa

m
e

 g
o

e
s fo

r th
e

 te
rm

“V
a

n
a

h
e

im
r”. “G

la
d

sh
e

im
r” is a

 te
rm

 th
a

t I fo
u
n

d
 in

 th
e

 G
rim

n
is
m
á
l w

h
e

re
 it

sa
ys: “G

la
d

sh
e

im
 a

 fifth
 is ca

lle
d
, th

e
re

 g
o

ld
-b

rig
h

t V
a

lh
a

ll rise
s p

e
a

ce
fu

lly,
se

e
n

 fro
m

 a
fa

r”. V
a

lh
a

ll is a
 p

a
rt o

f G
la

d
sh

e
im

r, th
e

 p
la

ce
 w

h
e

re
 d

e
a

d
 w

a
rrio

rs
a

n
d

 in
itia

te
d
/d

ivin
ise

d
 m

e
n
 g

o
. A

 g
o

o
d

 so
llu

tio
n

 fo
r m

e
.

T
h
e

n
 w

e
 co

m
e

 to
 M

id
g
a

rd
. I h

a
ve

 n
o
t b

e
e

n
 a

b
le

 to
 lo

ca
te

 th
e

 te
rm

“d
ve

rg
h

e
im

r” (w
o

rld
 o

f th
e
 d

w
a

rve
s) a

n
d

 “á
lfh

e
im

r” isn
’t a

n
 o

fte
n
-u

se
d

 te
rm

e
ith

e
r, b

u
t it is n

a
m

e
d
 in

 th
e

 G
y
lfa

g
in
n
in
g

 (1
7

). S
o

m
e

tim
e

s A
lfh

e
im

r is d
ivid

e
d

in
 lig

h
t a

n
d
 d

a
rk e

lve
s w

o
rld

s, like
 in

 G
rim

m
’s D

e
u
ts
c
h
e
 M

y
th
o
lo
g
ie

 (p
.3

6
6

): 

T
h

e
 a

b
o

ve
-n

a
m

e
d
 d

ö
ckâ

lfa
r (g

e
n

ii o
b

scu
ri) re

q
u

ire
 a

 co
u
n

te
rp

a
rt,

w
h

ich
 is n

o
t fo

u
n
d
 in

 th
e

 E
d

d
ic so

n
g
s, b

u
t it is in

 S
n
o

rri’s p
ro

se
. H

e
sa

ys, p
. 2

1
: ‘In

 A
lfh

e
im

 d
w

e
lls th

e
 n

a
tio

n
 o

f th
e

 lio
sâ

lfa
r (lig

h
t e

lve
s),

d
o

w
n

 in
 th

e
 e

a
rth

 d
w

e
ll th

e
 d

ö
ckâ

lfa
r (d

a
rk e

lve
s), th

e
 tw

o
 u

n
like

 o
n

e
a
n

o
th

e
r in

 th
e

ir lo
o

k a
n

d
 th

e
ir p

o
w

e
rs, lio

sâ
lfa

r b
rig

h
te

r th
a
n

 th
e

 su
n
,

d
ö

ckâ
lfa

r b
la

cke
r th

a
n

 p
itch

.’” 

T
h
is co

m
e
s fro

m
 G

y
lfa

g
in
n
in
g

 1
7
, e

a
rlie

r th
e

 sa
m

e
 ch

a
p
te

r sa
ys: “It is sa

id
th

a
t to

 th
e

 so
u

th
 a

n
d

 a
b
o

ve
 th

is h
e

a
ve

n
 is a

n
o
th

e
r h

e
a

ve
n
, w

h
ich

 is ca
lle

d
A

n
d

la
n
g
. B

u
t th

e
re

 is a
 th

ird
, w

h
ich

 is a
b

o
ve

 th
e

se
, a

n
d

 is ca
lle

d
 V

id
b

la
in

, a
n

d
in

 th
is h

e
a
ve

n
 w

e
 b

e
lie

ve
 th

is m
a
n

sio
n

 (G
im

le
) to

 b
e

 situ
a

te
d

; b
u

t w
e

 d
e
e

m
th

a
t th

e
 lig

h
t-e

lve
s a

lo
n

e
 d

w
e

ll in
 it n

o
w

.”

S
o
m

e
 p

e
o
p

le
 sa

y th
a

t th
e
 lig

h
t-e

lve
s a

re
 e

lve
s a

n
d

 th
e

 d
a

rk-e
lve

s o
r sva

rta
lfa

r
a

re
 ca

lle
d

 d
w

a
rve

s. S
va

rta
lfh

e
im

r is a
 ‘h

e
im

’ th
a

t is m
e

n
tio

n
e

d
 fre

q
u
e

n
tly, b

u
t I

h
a

ve
n

’t b
e

e
n
 a

b
le

 to
 tra

ce
 th

e
 so

u
rce

 o
f it. It is su

p
p

o
se

d
 to

 b
e

 lo
ca

te
d

 in
 th

e
e

a
rth

.

M
a

n
n

(a
)h

e
im

r o
b

vio
u

sly m
e
a

n
s ‘w

o
rld

 o
f m

e
n
’ a

n
d

 ca
n

 b
e

 fo
u

n
d
 in

 th
e

Y
n
g
lin
g
a
s
a
g
a

 9
: “T

o
 S

a
e

m
in

g
 E

a
rl H

a
ko

n
 th

e
 G

re
a

t re
cko

n
e

d
 b

a
ck h

is
p

e
d

ig
re

e
. T

h
is S

w
ith

io
d

 th
e

y ca
lle

d
 M

a
n

n
h

e
im

, b
u

t th
e

 G
re

a
t S

w
ith

io
d

 th
e

y
ca

lle
d
 G

o
d
h

e
im

; a
n
d

 o
f G

o
d
h

e
im

 g
re

a
t w

o
n

d
e

rs a
n
d

 n
o

ve
ltie

s w
e

re
 re

la
te

d
.”

In
 “U

tg
a

rd
r” w

e
 fin

d
 th

e
 tw

o
 w

o
rld

s o
f tw

o
 kin

d
s o

f g
ia

n
ts (fire

- a
n
d

 fro
stg

ia
n
ts),

M
u

sp
e

lh
e

im
r a

n
d
 N

iflh
e

im
r; to

g
e

th
e

r Jo
tu

n
h
e

im
r. M

u
sp

e
l- a

n
d

 N
iflh

e
im

r a
re

a
lso

 m
e

n
tio

n
e

d
 in

 th
e

 sto
ry o

f cre
a

tio
n

 to
 b

e
 fo

u
n

d
 in

 th
e

 first ch
a

p
te

rs o
f th

e
G
y
lfa

g
in
n
in
g

.
H

e
lh

e
im

r is th
e

 p
la

ce
 w

h
e

re
 d

e
a
d

 p
e

o
p

le
 g

o
 to

 a
n

d
 w

h
e

re
 H

e
l, a

 d
a

u
g
h

te
r o

f
L

o
ki ru

le
s, a

n
 ‘u

n
d

e
rw

o
rld

’ p
re

-e
m

in
e

n
tly.

T
h
e

 a
b
o

ve
 is a

n
 e

xa
m

p
le

 o
f h

o
w

 D
u

m
é

zil’s th
e

o
rie

s ca
n

 b
rin

g
 stru

ctu
re

 to
 th

e
in

fo
rm

a
tio

n
 th

a
t w

e
 h

a
ve

.

D
e
u
ts
c
h
e
 M

y
th
o
lo
g
ie

I stra
ye

d
 o

ff th
e
 p

a
th

 a
 b

it, b
u

t h
o

w
e

ve
r G

u
é

n
o

n
 a

n
d

 D
u

m
é

zil d
o

 n
o

t se
e
m

 to
sh

a
re

 m
a

n
y id

e
a

s, b
o
th

 a
re

 ve
ry im

p
o

rta
n

t in
 th

e
 w

a
y I lo

o
k a

t th
in

g
s. L

e
t u

s
g
e

t b
a

ck to
 th

e
 ‘D

e
u

tsch
e

 M
yth

o
lo

g
ie

’ in
 m

o
re

 g
e

n
e

ra
l te

rm
s, so

 I ca
n

 m
a

ke
th

e
 b

rid
g
e

 to
 m

y n
e

xt p
o

in
t.

T
h
e

re
 a

re
 q

u
ite

 m
a

n
y so

u
rce

s n
o

w
a

d
a

ys to
 le

a
rn

 a
b

o
u
t th

e
 h

isto
ry a

n
d
 m

yth
s

o
f N

o
rth

e
rn

 E
u

ro
p

e
. F

a
m

o
u

s w
o

rks su
ch

 a
s o

f th
e

 e
a

rlie
r m

e
n

tio
n
e

d
 G

rim
m

(D
e
u
ts
c
h
e
 M

y
th
o
lo
g
ie
 1

8
3

5
), b

u
t a

lso
 th

e
 fa

m
o
u

s a
n

d
 h

a
rd

-to
-g

e
t

A
ltg

e
rm

a
n
is
c
h
e
 R

e
lig

io
n
s
g
e
s
c
h
ic
h
te

 (1
9
5

6
 a

n
d

 re
w

o
rke

d
 a

n
d
 re

p
u

b
lish

e
d

 in
1

9
7

0
) o

f Ja
n
 d

e
 V

rie
s (1

8
7

0
-1

9
6
4

) w
e

re
 p

u
b

lish
e

d
 in

 a
 fru

itfu
ll ce

n
tu

ry w
ith

 a
w

h
o

le
 ra

n
g
e

 o
f o

th
e

r in
te

re
stin

g
 stu

d
ie

s. M
a

n
y o

f th
e

se
 sch

o
la

rs a
lig

n
e
d

 w
ith

th
e
 w

ro
n

g
 sid

e
 d

u
rin

g
 W

W
II a

n
d
 th

e
re

fo
r n

o
t o

n
ly th

e
y a

n
d

 th
e

ir w
o

rks h
a

ve
b

e
co

m
e
 su

sp
icio

u
s, b

u
t a

lso
 th

e
 su

b
je

ct o
f th

e
ir stu

d
ie

s itse
lf h

a
s a

 ‘b
ro

w
n

e
d

g
e

’ in
 th

e
 e

ye
s o

f m
a
n

y to
 th

is ve
ry d

a
y. I th

in
k th

a
t th

is is a
lso

 o
n
e
 o

f th
e

m
a
in

 re
a
so

n
s w

h
y D

e
 V

rie
s’ b

o
o
k h

a
s n

o
t b

e
e

n
 re

p
rin

te
d

 fo
r d

e
ca

d
e

s, w
h

ile
 it

is still th
e
 m

o
st im

p
o

rta
n

t w
o

rk o
n

 th
e

 su
b
je

ct. O
th

e
r w

o
rks (th

a
t I w

ill co
m

e
 to

la
te

r) su
ffe

r th
e

 sa
m

e
 fa

te
. F

o
r th

e
 p

u
rp

o
se

 o
f th

is b
o
o

k w
e

 d
o

 n
o
t n

e
e
d

 to



re
w

rite
 a

n
y o

f su
ch

 w
o

rks a
n

d
 I ta

ke
 it th

a
t yo

u
 h

a
ve

 a
 b

it o
f b

a
ckg

ro
u
n

d
 a

s
yo

u
 m

ig
h

t h
a

ve
 n

o
tice

d
. I w

ill ro
u

g
h

ly sce
tch

 w
h
a

t w
e

 a
re

 ta
lkin

g
 a

b
o

u
t.

M
o

st o
f th

e
 la

rg
e
r b

o
o

ks a
b

o
u

t ‘D
e

u
tsch

e
 M

yth
o

lo
g
ie

’ sta
rt w

ith
 sa

yin
g

 w
h

a
t is

m
yth

o
lo

g
y, w

h
a

t w
e

 kn
o

w
 a

b
o

u
t it a

n
d

 w
h

a
t a

re
 o

u
r so

u
rce

s. T
h

e
se

 so
u

rce
s

ca
n
 b

e
 te

xts, b
u
t a

lso
 a

rch
e

o
lo

g
ica

l fin
d
in

g
s o

r a
n

th
ro

p
o
lo

g
ica

l o
r lin

g
u

istic
in

ve
stig

a
tio

n
s. A

fte
r th

a
t yo

u
 w

ill b
e
 q

u
ickly g

u
id

e
d

 th
ro

u
g
h

 th
e

 sto
n
e

, b
ro

n
ze

a
n
d

 iro
n

 a
g
e
s to

 g
ive

 th
e

 g
ro

u
n

d
s o

f th
e

 in
ve

stig
a
tio

n
s. H

o
w

e
ve

r sin
ce

 in
 th

e
a

g
e

 o
f th

e
 m

a
ss m

ig
ra

tio
n

s th
e

 p
e

o
p

le
s w

e
re

 g
e

o
g
ra

p
h

ica
lly sh

a
ke

n
 u

p
, th

is
m

ig
h

t b
rin

g
 o

n
ly sh

a
ky fo

u
n

d
a

tio
n

s. S
till a

 lo
t ca

n
 b

e
 g

a
th

e
re

d
 fro

m
 a

n
cie

n
t

ro
ck ca

rvin
g
s a

n
d
 d

e
co

ra
te

d
 sp

e
a
rh

e
a
d

s. I w
ill n

o
t te

ll a
n

yth
in

g
 n

e
w

 w
h

e
n

 I
sa

y th
a

t th
e

 N
o

rth
e

rn
 E

u
ro

p
e
a

n
 p

e
o

p
le

s a
re

 fo
r a

 la
rg

e
 p

a
rt a

 m
ix o

f
a

u
to

ch
to

n
e

 trib
e

s a
n
d

 In
d

o
-E

u
ro

p
e
a

n
 se

ttle
rs w

h
o

 ca
m

e
 fro

m
 th

e
 E

a
st. T

h
a
t

th
e
y w

e
n

t fro
m

 b
e
in

g
 so

-ca
lle

d
 “h

u
n
te

r-g
a

th
e

re
rs” to

 fa
rm

e
rs w

ill b
e

so
m

e
th

in
g

 th
a
t yo

u
 le

a
rn

e
d

 a
t sch

o
o

l a
s w

e
ll. B

e
in

g
 fa

rm
e

rs a
n

d
 livin

g
 clo

se
to

 n
a

tu
re

, th
e

 p
e

o
p

le
 fo

llo
w

e
d

 n
a
tu

re
’s rh

yth
m

s o
f d

a
y a

n
d
 n

ig
h

t a
n

d
 th

e
se

a
so

n
s. A

ll kin
d

s o
f b

e
in

g
s sa

id
 to

 e
xist, so

m
e
th

in
g

 w
h

ich
 m

a
n

y sch
o

la
rs still

like
 to

 se
e

 a
s h

u
m

a
n

-fo
rm

e
d
 (“a

n
th

ro
p

o
m

o
rp

h
ise

d
”) ve

rsio
n

s o
f fo

rce
s o

f
n

a
tu

re
, so

m
e

th
in

g
 th

a
t I d

o
 n

o
t a

g
re

e
 w

ith
. In

 a
n
y ca

se
, e

lve
s, d

w
a

rve
s a

n
d

g
ia

n
ts fo

rm
e

d
 a

n
 im

p
o

rta
n

t p
a

rt o
f th

e
 N

o
rth

e
rn

 E
u

ro
p
e

a
n
 m

in
d

. A
 b

it ‘h
ig

h
e

r
u

p
 th

e
 la

d
d

e
r’ w

e
re

 G
o

d
s, skyg

o
d
s, e

a
rth

ly G
o

d
s, G

o
d

s o
f fire

, G
o

d
s o

f w
a

te
r,

G
o

d
s th

a
t h

a
d

 to
 b

e
 p

le
a

se
d

 fo
r a

 g
o
o

d
 h

a
rve

st o
r a

 h
e

a
lth

y n
e

w
b

o
rn

. T
h

e
se

G
o

d
s a

re
 q

u
ite

 a
 b

it a
like

 in
 d

iffe
re

n
t p

a
rts o

f N
o

rth
e

rn
 E

u
ro

p
e

, b
u
t it is to

o
e

a
sy to

 ju
st sa

y “W
o
d

a
n
 is th

e
 sa

m
e
 a

s O
d

h
ín

n
” sin

ce
 e

a
ch

 trib
e

 h
a
d

 th
e

ir
o

w
n

 G
o

d
s a

n
d

 G
o
d

d
e

sse
s a

n
d

 th
e

ir o
w

n
 a

cce
n
ts. W

o
d
a
n
 co

m
e
s w

ith
 m

a
n

y
n

a
m

e
s a

n
d

 e
a
ch

 e
ve

ry tim
e

 h
e

 is a
 little

 b
it d

iffe
re

n
t. F

o
rtu

n
a

te
ly th

e
 stru

ctu
re

re
m

a
in

s ro
u

g
h
ly th

e
 sa

m
e

. T
h

e
re

 is n
o

 n
e
e

d
 to

 g
o

 in
to

 a
ll th

e
se

 G
o

d
s,

stru
ctu

re
s a

n
d
 lo

ca
l m

yth
s in

 g
re

a
t d

e
p

th
s. T

h
e

re
 a

re
 p

le
n

ty o
f w

o
rks a

b
o

u
t

th
a
t.

W
h
a
t co

n
ce

rn
s u

s h
e

re
 is th

a
t n

o
t a

ll m
yth

s h
a

ve
 to

 b
e

 e
xp

la
in

e
d

 in
 w

a
ys th

a
t

w
e

 o
fte

n
 se

e
. T

h
e
 sto

ry o
f B

a
ld

e
r’s d

e
a
th

 is n
o

t ju
st th

a
t o

f a
 G

o
d
 o

f th
e

 cro
p

s
w

h
o

 d
ie

s a
s se

e
d

 a
n

d
 is re

b
o

rn
 a

s co
rn

. T
h
e

re
 is a

 d
e

e
p

e
r m

e
a

n
in

g
 to

 a
ll o

f
th

e
 m

yth
s. B

a
ld

e
r co

u
ld

 b
e
 th

e
 in

itia
to

r, b
u

t a
lso

 th
e

 in
itia

n
t, a

n
 ‘O

d
in

ic’ in
itia

n
t

e
ve

n
, ju

st th
in

k o
f th

e
 sp

e
a

r-d
e

a
th

. A
lso

 e
le

m
e

n
ts o

f G
e

rm
a

n
ic so

cie
ty a

re
e

xp
la

in
e
d

 to
o

 e
a
sily in

 m
y o

p
in

io
n

 b
y sch

o
la

rs o
f th

e
 p

a
st a

n
d

 p
re

se
n

t (b
u

t
m

o
stly th

e
 la

tte
r). S

o
m

e
 sch

o
la

rs h
a

ve
 rig

h
tly fo

u
n

d
 sto

rie
s o

f in
itia

tio
n

 in
 fo

r
e

xa
m

p
le

 th
e

 m
e

n
tio

n
e

d
 sto

ry o
f B

a
ld

e
r, b

u
t th

e
y se

e
 it a

s rite
s
 d
e
 p
a
s
s
a
g
e

,
rite

s in
 w

h
ich

 a
 b

o
y b

e
co

m
e
s a

 m
a

n
 o

r a
 g

irl a
 w

o
m

a
n

. U
n
d

o
u

b
te

ly th
e

se
 rite

s
e

xiste
d

 in
 th

e
 so

cie
tie

s th
a

t w
e

 ta
lk a

b
o
u

t, b
u

t w
h

a
t b

u
t fe

w
 p

e
o
p

le
 d

a
re

 to
a

d
m

it, is th
a
t th

e
re

 w
a

s a
lso

 a
 d

e
e

p
e
r le

ve
l o

f in
itia

tio
n
, th

a
t le

ve
l th

a
t I sp

o
ke

a
b
o

u
t w

h
e

n
 d

e
a

lin
g

 w
ith

 R
e

n
é

 G
u
é

n
o
n

.

N
o
rth

e
rn
 E
u
ro
p
e
a
n
 M

y
s
te
rie

s

T
h
e

 D
u

tch
 a

u
th

o
r F

ra
n
s E

d
u

a
rd

 F
a
rw

e
rck (1

8
8

9
-1

9
6
9
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a

s sp
e
n

d
 h

is life
in

ve
stig

a
tin

g
 th

e
 m

yste
ry-re

lig
io

n
 o

f N
o

rth
e

rn
 E

u
ro

p
e

. S
ta

rtin
g
 w

ith
 w

ritin
g

b
o
o

ks a
b
o

u
t b

e
tte

r-kn
o

w
n

 m
yste

rie
s fro

m
 th

e
 M

e
d

ite
ra

n
e
a

n
 a

re
a

, th
e

 d
e
e

p
e

r
m

e
a

n
in

g
 o

f a
n
cie

n
t a

n
d

 fo
lka

rt a
n
d

 b
u

ild
in

g
 sym

b
o

lism
 a

n
d

 F
re

e
m

a
so

n
ry

(F
a

rw
e

rck re
a

ch
e
d

 th
e

 ve
ry p

e
a

k o
f th

e
 D

u
tch

 M
a

so
n

ic p
ira

m
id

 o
f h

is tim
e

,
o

n
ly to

 b
e
 e

xp
e

lle
d
 la

te
r fo

r jo
in

in
g

 th
e

 D
u
tch

 n
a
tio

n
a

l-so
cia

list p
a

rty, fro
m

w
h

ich
 h

e
 w

a
s e

xp
e

lle
d

 to
o

 fo
r h

is p
a

st a
s a

 M
a

so
n
), h

e
 w

o
rke

d
 to

w
a

rd
s h

is
fin

a
l w

o
rk a

n
d
 ‘g

ra
n

d
 o

p
u

s’ N
o
o
rd
-E

u
ro
p
e
s
e
 M

y
s
te
rië

n
 E
n
 H

u
n
 S
p
o
re
n
 T
o
t

H
e
d
e
n
 (N

o
rth

e
rn
 E
u
ro
p
e
a
n
 M

y
s
te
rie

s
 a
n
d
 th

e
ir T

ra
c
e
s
 to

 th
e
 P
re
s
e
n
t) 1

9
7

0
). 

In
 h

is b
o
o

k F
a

rw
e

rck sta
rts w

ith
 d

e
scrib

in
g
 “re

lig
io

u
s a

n
d

 m
yth

ica
l

co
n
ce

p
tio

n
s o

f th
e

 G
e

rm
a

n
s co

n
ce

rn
in

g
 rite

s o
f in

itia
tio

n
”. D

e
a

th
 a

n
d
 th

e
u

n
d

e
rw

o
rld

, b
u

ria
l p

ra
ctice

s, life
 a

fte
r d

e
a
th

, im
a
g
in

a
tio

n
s o

f th
e

 d
e

a
d

. T
h

is is
a

ll in
fo

rm
a

tio
n

 yo
u

 ca
n

 a
lso

 fin
d
 e

lse
w

h
e

re
, b

u
t it o

f co
u

rse
 se

ts th
e
 to

n
e

,
sin

ce
 th

e
 n

e
xt p

a
rt is a

b
o

u
t ca

n
d

id
a

te
s fo

r th
e

 G
e

rm
a
n

ic G
o

d
 o

f in
itia

tio
n

. 

W
o
d
a
n
/O

d
in

 is th
e

 m
o

st like
ly ca

n
d

id
a
te

, b
u
t D

o
n
a

r/T
h
o

r w
ith

 h
is sa

n
ctifyin

g
h

a
m

m
e
r is to

o
 o

r w
h

a
t a

b
o
u

t T
iw

a
z/T

yr, th
e

 a
n

cie
n

t skyg
o

d
, o

r B
a

ld
e
r?

F
a

rw
e

rck w
o
u

ld
 n

o
t h

a
ve

 b
e

e
n

 F
a

rw
e

rck if h
e

 d
id

 n
o

t b
rig

h
te

n
 u

p
 h

is
scrib

b
lin

g
s w

ith
 a

 m
u

ltitu
d
e

 o
f p

h
o
to

s th
a
t h

e
 co

lle
cte

d
 d

u
rin

g
 h

is life
lo

n
g

jo
u

rn
ie

s; p
h

o
to

s fro
m

 ch
u

rch
e

s, T
iw

a
z a

n
d
 h

is b
itte

n
-o

ff-a
rm

 in
 a

 m
o

n
a

stry,
b

o
u

n
d

 w
o

lve
s, m

e
n

 w
ith

 stra
n

g
e

 p
o

stu
re

s. I, o
f co

u
rse

, ca
n

n
o

t ju
st re

p
ro

d
u

ce
th

e
se

 im
a

g
e

s so
 yo

u
 h

a
ve

 to
 ta

ke
 m

y w
o

rd
 fo

r it th
a

t h
o

w
e

ve
r th

e
 im

a
g
e

s a
re

n
o
t in

 th
e

 fa
m

o
u
s V

ikin
g

 b
o
o

ks, th
e

y su
re

ly m
a

ke
 th

e
ir p

o
in

t.

In
sp

ite
 o

f T
iw

a
z’ o

ffe
r a

n
d

 D
o

n
a

r’s h
a
m

m
e
r, F

a
rw

e
rck fin

d
s W

o
d

a
n (fo

r m
o
st

m
yste

rie
s) th

e
 m

o
st p

ro
b

a
b

le
 G

o
d

 o
f In

ita
tio

n
. H

is sp
e

a
r, e

ig
h

t-le
g
g
e

d
 sta

llio
n

,
se

lf-o
ffe

rin
g

 a
n
d

 w
in

n
in

g
 o

f th
e

 ru
n
e

s, o
ffe

rin
g
 o

f a
n

 e
ye

, e
tc., e

tc. h
e
 is cle

a
rly

th
e
 G

o
d

 o
f th

e
 d

e
a

d
 a

n
d

 a
 w

a
rrio

r-G
o

d
. A

lso
 fro

m
 in

fo
rm

a
tio

n
 a

b
o

u
t o

ffe
rin

g
h

a
b

b
its, w

e
 ca

n
 te

ll th
a
t th

e
 co

n
ce

rn
in

g
 G

o
d

 w
a

s W
o
d
a
n

, th
e

 d
a

rk m
a

g
icia

n
.

P
e
o

p
le

 w
e
re

 o
ffe

re
d
 to

 W
o
d
a
n
, m

o
stly b

y h
a

n
g
in

g
. P

e
o
p

le
 e

ve
n

 o
ffe

re
d

th
e
m

se
lve

s to
 W

o
d
a
n
 to

 a
vo

id
 d

yin
g

 a
 ‘stra

w
-d

e
a
th

’ a
n

d
 n

o
t b

e
in

g
 a

llo
w

e
d

 to
e

n
te

r W
a
lh

a
lla

. F
a

rw
e

rck fo
u

n
d
 in

fo
rm

a
tio

n
 a

b
o
u

t o
ld

 p
e

o
p
le

 h
a
n

g
in

g
th

e
m

se
lve

s u
n

til ve
ry re

ce
n

t tim
e
s, so

m
e

 e
ve

n
 m

a
rke

d
 th

e
m

se
lve

s like
 O

d
in

w
a

s m
a
rke

d
 w

ith
 a

 sp
e

a
r w

h
e

n
 h

e
 h

u
n

g
 d

o
w

n
 th

e
 w

in
d

y tre
e

, a
 m

a
rk th

a
t w

e
w

ill h
e

a
r m

o
re

 o
f. It m

a
y h

a
ve

 b
e

e
n

 th
e

 m
a

n
/e

lh
a

z-ru
n

e
. P

ro
b

a
b
ly th

e
 cle

a
re

st
in

d
ica

tio
n

 th
a
t w

e
 a

re
 o

n
 th

e
 rig

h
t tra

ck is th
a

t W
o
d
a

n
’s w

a
rrio

rs in
 W

a
lh

a
lla

,
th

e
 E

in
h

e
rja

r, w
e

re
 a

 g
ro

u
p

 o
f in

itia
te

d
 w

a
rrio

rs w
h

o
 a

lso
 tra

ve
lle

d
 w

ith
 W

o
d
a

n
a

n
d

 h
is e

ig
h
t-le

g
g
e
d

 sta
llio

n
 th

ro
u

g
h

 th
e

 a
ir in

 th
e
 W

ild
 H

u
n

t d
u

rin
g
 th

e
 Y

u
le

-
p

e
rio

d
 (sim

ila
r sto

rie
s ca

n
 b

e
 fo

u
n

d
 fro

m
 F

ra
n

ce
 to

 N
o

rw
a

y a
n

d
 fro

m
 S

la
vic

co
u
n

trie
s to

 Ire
la

n
d

). E
in

h
e

rja
r in

 th
e
 sa

g
a

s w
e

re
 a

lso
 livin

g
 e

lite
 w

a
rrio

rs w
ith

m
a

g
ica

l p
o
w

e
rs. F

a
rw

e
rck fo

u
n

d
 m

a
n

y im
a
g
e

s th
a

t re
fe

r to
 th

e
 E

in
h
e

rja
r, o

r a
t

le
a

st b
e

a
r-m

e
n
 (a

n
d

 a
lso

 w
o

lf-m
e

n
) a

ro
u
n

d
 th

e
 w

h
o

le
 a

re
a
 o

f N
o

rth
e

rn
E

u
ro

p
e

.

A
s w

e
 h

a
ve

 th
e

 E
in

h
e

rja
r in

 W
a
lh

a
lla

, th
e

re
 w

e
re

 a
lso

 se
cre

t m
e

n
’s so

cie
tie

s
o

n
 e

a
rth

. T
h

e
re

 w
e

re
 m

a
n
y o

f th
e
se

 b
o

n
d

s w
h

o
 w

e
re

 co
n

ce
rn

e
d

 w
ith

 b
a

ttle
,

b
u
t a

lso
 w

ith
 ritu

a
ls a

n
d
 o

ffe
rin

g
 ce

le
b

ra
tio

n
s. B

o
th

 d
e

a
d

 a
n
d

 fe
rtility

ce
le

b
ra

tio
n
s w

e
re

 d
e
d

ica
te

d
 to

 W
o
d
a
n

. A
lso

 a
t ce

rta
in

 tim
e

s o
f th

e
 ye

a
r, th

e



‘n
o

rm
a

l p
e

o
p

le
’ co

u
ld

 in
te

ra
ct w

ith
 th

e
 a

n
ce

sto
rs a

n
d

 in
 th

a
t p

e
rio

d
 a

lso
 fa

ll
th

e
 Y

u
le

 ce
le

b
ra

tio
n

s. 

M
ä
n
n
e
rb
ü
n
d
e

A
n
d

 so
 w

e
 co

m
e
 to

 th
e

 su
b

je
ct o

f th
e

 ‘m
e

n
-b

o
n

d
s’, o

fte
n
 g

ive
n

 th
e

 G
e

rm
a

n
te

rm
 “M

ä
n

n
e

rb
ü
n

d
e

”, e
ve

n
 in

 E
n

g
lish

 b
o

o
ks. T

h
e

 su
b

je
ct h

a
s b

e
e
n

 p
o
p

u
la

r fo
r

a
 w

h
ile

, b
u

t w
ith

 th
e

 g
a

in
in

g
 o

f th
e

 b
a

d
 n

a
m

e
 o

f th
e

 fie
ld

 o
f in

ve
stig

a
tio

n
 a

n
d

e
sp

e
cia

lly th
e

 e
a

sy lin
k w

ith
 ce

rta
in

 id
e

a
s d

u
rin

g
 W

W
II, th

e
re

 h
a

ve
 b

e
e
n

h
a

rd
ly a

n
y in

ve
stig

a
tio

n
s in

to
 th

is su
b

je
ct fo

r q
u

ite
 so

m
e
 tim

e
. R

e
ce

n
tly it

se
e
m

s th
a
t th

e
 tim

id
ity is cru

m
b

lin
g
 a

n
d

 n
e

w
 lite

ra
tu

re
 co

m
e

s a
va

ila
b
le

. T
h

is
is a

 re
lie

f sin
ce

 th
e

 o
ld

 lite
ra

tu
re

 is e
ve

n
 h

a
rd

e
r to

 g
e

t th
a

n
 D

e
 V

rie
s’ w

o
rk.

T
h
e

 id
e

a
 co

n
ce

rn
s th

a
t b

e
sid

e
s th

e
 co

m
m

o
n
 rite

s
 d
e
 p
a
s
s
a
g
e
 in

 “p
rim

itive
so

cie
tie

s” th
e
re

 w
e

re
 a

lso
 o

th
e

r in
itia

tio
n

s.T
h
e

 rite
s
 d
e
 p
a
s
s
a
g
e

 a
re

 ritu
a

l
tra

n
sitio

n
s fro

m
 o

n
e

 p
h

a
se

 to
 a

n
o
th

e
r, su

ch
 a

s b
irth

/n
a
m

e
g
ivin

g
, m

a
rria

g
e

,
d

e
a

th
, b

u
t o

f co
u

rse
 m

o
re

 a
p

p
e

a
lin

g
, fro

m
 ch

ild
 to

 w
o

m
a

n
 o

r m
a

n
. M

irce
a

E
lia

d
e

 h
a

d
 w

ritte
n

 a
b
o

u
t th

e
se

 rite
s
 d
e
 p
a
s
s
a
g
e

 e
xte

n
sive

ly. M
a

n
y a

u
th

o
rs

m
ix u

p
 th

e
se

 rite
s
 d
e
 p
a
s
s
a
g
e
 w

ith
 in

itia
tio

n
s, b

u
t E

lia
d

e
 u

n
d
e

rsto
o

d
 th

e
d

iffe
re

n
ce

. W
e d

o
 n

o
t n

e
e
d

 to
 d

w
e

ll o
n

 th
e

 rite
s
 d
e
 p
a
s
s
a
g
e

 to
o

 lo
n

g
, a

s lo
n

g
a

s yo
u

 u
n
d
e

rsta
n
d

 th
a

t a
 ritu

a
l th

a
t tu

rn
s a

 b
o

y in
to

 a
 m

a
n

, is n
o
t n

e
ce

ssa
rily

th
e
 sa

m
e
 a

s h
im

 ta
kin

g
 in

to
 a

 M
ä

n
n

e
rb

u
n
d

. N
o

t n
e
c
e
s
s
a
rily b

e
ca

u
se

 th
e

re
a

re
 m

a
n

y e
xa

m
p

le
s w

h
e

re
 th

is is th
e

 ca
se

.

A
 sce

n
a
rio

 th
a
t ca

n
 b

e
 fo

u
n

d
 A

frica
, th

e
 fa

r E
a

st, in
 fa

ct in
 m

o
st p

a
rts o

f th
e

w
o

rld
 is th

a
t a

 g
ro

u
p

 o
f b

o
ys a

s so
o
n

 a
s th

e
y h

a
ve

 re
a
ch

e
d

 a
 ce

rta
in

‘rip
e

n
e

ss’, is kid
n
a

p
p
e

d
 b

y a
 ‘m

o
n
ste

r’ o
r a

 g
ro

u
p

 o
f ‘m

o
n

ste
rs’ a

n
d

 ta
ke

n
 in

to
th

e
 w

o
o

d
s. T

h
e

ir m
o
th

e
rs a

re
 to

ld
 th

a
t th

e
y a

re
 kille

d
. A

fte
r a

 (o
fte

n
 lo

n
g
)

p
e

rio
d

 w
ith

 a
ll kin

d
s o

f te
sts, tria

ls, e
tc., th

e
 b

o
ys re

tu
rn

 to
 th

e
ir fa

m
ilie

s a
s

co
m

p
le

te
ly n

e
w

 p
e

o
p

le
 (rite

 d
e
 p
a
s
s
a
g
e
s) o

r th
e

y re
m

a
in

 in
 th

e
 ‘o

u
tla

w
’ g

ro
u

p
o

f th
e

 M
ä

n
n

e
rb

u
n

d
 (in

itia
tio

n
). T

h
e
 la

tte
r ca

se
 o

fte
n
 in

clu
d
e

s a
 d

e
a

th
-a

n
d

-
re

su
rre

ctio
n

 ritu
a

l a
n

d
/o

r th
e
 killin

g
 o

f a
n
 e

n
e

m
y o

r b
e

a
st fo

r th
e

 ca
n
d

id
a

te
 to

p
ro

ve
 h

im
se

lf w
o

rth
y. T

h
e

re
 a

re
 m

a
n

y d
iffe

re
n
t a

sp
e

cts th
a
t a

re
 in

te
re

stin
g

 to
th

e
 su

b
je

ct, su
ch

 a
s h

a
irg

ro
w

th
, clo

th
in

g
, skin

-co
lo

u
r, e

tc., b
u

t fo
r th

e
 m

o
m

e
n

t
th

is sh
o
u

ld
 b

e
 e

n
o

u
g
h

 to
 g

e
t th

e
 id

e
a

.

Y
o

u
 m

a
y w

o
n

d
e

r a
b
o

u
t th

e
 g

irls/w
o

m
e

n
. G

irls h
a

ve
 a

 m
u
ch

 m
o

re
 n

a
tu

ra
l

m
o
m

e
n
t a

s a
 m

a
rke

r, th
e

 first m
e

n
stru

a
tio

n
. S

in
ce

 th
is ca

n
n

o
t b

e
 p

la
n
n

e
d
,

g
irls te

n
d

 to
 h

a
ve

 m
o
re

 in
d

ivid
u

a
listic rite

s
 d
e
 p
a
s
s
a
g
e

. A
s w

o
m

e
n

 th
e

y m
ig

h
t

h
a

ve
 jo

in
e

d
 co

o
kin

g
 o

f w
e

a
vin

g
 ‘clu

b
s’, b

u
t th

e
re

 is n
o

t m
u

ch
 in

fo
rm

a
tio

n
a

b
o

u
t w

o
m

e
n

’s se
cre

t so
cie

tie
s, so

 I w
ill stick to

 th
e
 m

e
n

’s.
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ic
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ä
n
n
e
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ü
n
d
e

M
a

n
y b

o
o
ks h

a
ve

 b
e
e

n
 w

ritte
n

 a
b

o
u
t m

yste
ry-re

lig
io

n
s o

f th
e
 M

e
d

ite
ra

n
e
a

n
a

re
a
, E

g
yp

t, th
e
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e
a

r a
n

d
 fa

r E
a

st, b
u

t to
 th

is ve
ry d

a
y, m

o
st sch

o
la

rs a
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m
e

th
a
t th

e
re

 h
a

ve
 b

e
e

n
 n

o
 in

itia
tio

n
s o

r n
o
 m

yste
ry-re

lig
io

n
 in

 N
o

rth
e

rn
 E

u
ro

p
e

.
In

sp
ite

 o
f th

e
 re

la
tive

ly m
u
ch

 in
fo

rm
a
tio

n
 a

b
o

u
t M

ä
n
n

e
rb

ü
n

d
e

 a
n

d
 th

e

re
co

n
stru

cte
d

 in
itia

tio
n

 ritu
a

ls, th
is se

e
m

s to
 re

m
a

in
 th

e
 le

a
d

in
g

 id
e

a
. L

e
t m

e
first te

ll yo
u

 a
 b

it a
b

o
u

t th
e

se
 G

e
rm

a
n

ic M
ä

n
n
e

rb
ü

n
d

e
 a

n
d
 la

te
r fin

d
 o

u
t w

h
a

t
w

e
 kn

o
w

 a
b

o
u

t th
e
 in

itia
tio

n
 o

f ca
n

d
id

a
te

s in
to

 th
e

m
.

T
h
e

re
 m

u
st h

a
ve

 b
e

e
n

 p
e

o
p
le

 w
h

o
 in

ve
stig

a
te

d
 th

e
 su

b
je

ct w
h

e
n

 in
 1

9
3

4
 O

tto
H

ö
fle

r (1
9
0

1
-1

9
8

7
) p

u
b

lish
e

d
 h

is (u
n

co
m

p
le

te
d

) K
u
ltis

c
h
e
 G

e
h
e
im

b
ü
n
d
e
 d
e
r

G
e
rm

a
n
e
n
 (C

u
ltic

 S
e
c
re
t S

o
c
ie
tie

s
 O

f T
h
e
 G

e
rm

a
n
s). H

ö
fle

r u
n
d

e
rto

o
k so

m
e

g
ro

u
n

d
b

re
a

kin
g
 in

ve
stig

a
tio

n
s a

n
d

 h
is b

o
o
k is still th

e
 sta

n
d

a
rd

 w
o

rk o
n

 th
e

su
b
je

ct to
d

a
y. O

f co
u

rse
 h

is in
ve

stig
a

tio
n

s d
re

w
 th

e
 a

tte
n
tio

n
 o

f th
e

 N
a
zis a

n
d

H
ö

fle
r w

o
rke

d
 fo

r th
e

 A
h

n
e

n
e

rb
e

 sp
o

ilin
g

 h
is n

a
m

e
, b

u
t a

p
p

a
re

n
tly th

e
 w

o
rk

w
a

s still re
p

u
b

lish
e
d

 in
 1

9
9
3

. T
h
is re

p
rin

t is ju
st a

s e
xp

e
n

sive
 a

n
d
 h

a
rd

 to
 g

e
t

a
s th

e
 o

ld
 p

re
ssin

g
s th

o
u

g
h

. H
ö
fle

rs th
e

o
rie

s w
e

re
 u

se
d

 in
 th

e
 fa

m
o

u
s

A
ltg

e
rm

a
n
is
c
h
e
 R

e
lig

io
n
s
g
e
s
c
h
ic
h
te

 o
f Ja

n
 d

e
 V

rie
s (1

8
9
0

-1
9

6
4

), th
e
 re

ce
n

t
w

o
rk O

d
in
, th

e
 o
n
e
-e
y
e
d
 G

o
d
 a
n
d
 th

e
 In

d
o
-E
u
ro
p
e
a
n
 M

ä
n
n
e
rb
ü
n
d
e

 o
f K

ris
K

e
rsh

a
w

 (2
0
0

0
) b

u
t a

lso
 b

y F
a

rw
e

rck.

C
h

a
p
te

r IX
 o

f D
e

 V
rie

s’ A
ltg

e
rm

a
n
is
c
h
e
 R

e
lig

io
n
s
g
e
s
c
h
ic
h
te

 is ca
lle

d
 “D

a
s

H
e

ilig
e

 u
n
d

 d
ie

 K
u

ltfo
rm

e
n

” (th
e

 sa
cre

d
 a

n
d
 th

e
 cu

lts) in
 w

h
ich

 h
e

 d
e

scrib
e

s
th

e
 te

rm
 “h

e
ilig

” (sa
cre

d
) a

n
d
 co

n
tin

u
e

s w
ith

 p
ra

ctice
s a

ro
u
n

d
 sa

cra
lity. F

o
r

th
e
 su

b
je

ct o
f th

is e
ssa

y, it b
e
co

m
e

s m
o

st in
te

re
stin

g
 w

h
e

n
 fro

m
 p

rie
sth

o
o
d

o
n
, D

e
 V

rie
s g

o
e

s to
 cu

lts a
n
d
 cu

ltic cu
sto

m
s, e

sp
e

cia
lly a

ro
u
n

d
 Y

u
le

. T
h

e
fa

m
o
u

s W
ild

 H
u

n
t(e

r) th
a
t g

o
e

s a
ro

u
n

d
 in

 th
e

se
 d

a
ys is like

ly a
 m

ysticise
d

ve
rsio

n
 o

f a
 M

ä
n
n

e
rb

u
n

d
 g

o
in

g
 a

ro
u

n
d

 th
ro

u
g
h

 villa
g
e

s d
u

rin
g

 th
e
 1

2
-d

a
ys

ce
le

b
ra

tio
n
. 

M
o

re
 o

fte
n
 w

ith
 th

e
 su

b
je

ct o
f M

ä
n

n
e

rb
ü
n

d
e

 yo
u

 w
ill re

a
d

 a
b
o

u
t e

lite
 so

ld
ie

r
g
ro

u
p

s th
a

t b
ite

 th
e
ir sh

ie
ld

s a
n
d

 fig
h
t n

a
ke

d
. “B

e
rse

rkr” (b
e

a
rskin

 w
e
a

re
rs)

a
n
d

 “U
lfh

e
d

n
a

r” (w
o

lfskin
 w

e
a

re
rs) a

re
 th

e
 m

o
st fa

m
o

u
s o

f th
e
se

, b
u

t n
a

m
e

s
th

a
t a

re
 o

fte
n

 ta
ke

n
 a

s trib
e

s, a
re

 b
y so

m
e

 se
e
n

 a
s sim

ila
r g

ro
u
p

s, su
ch

 a
s

T
a
citu

s’ “H
a

rii” a
n
d
 “C

h
a

tii”. M
e

m
b

e
rs o

f th
e

se
 g

ro
u

p
s w

e
re

 n
o
t ju

st w
a

rrio
rs.

T
h
e

ir in
ita

tio
n

 in
to

 th
e
se

 g
ro

u
p

s w
a

s se
e

n
 a

s jo
in

in
g
 th

e
 (d

e
a

d
) a

n
ce

sto
rs

6. 

A
s p

re
vio

u
sly m

e
n
tio

n
e
d

, th
e
 M

ä
n
n

e
rb

ü
n

d
e
 w

e
re

 o
fte

n
 e

lite
 w

a
rrio

r g
ro

u
p

s.
F

a
rw

e
rck d

e
scrib

e
s th

a
t w

h
e

n
 n
o
t a

t w
a

r, m
e

m
b

e
rs o

f th
e
se

 g
ro

u
p

s h
a
d

 a
ll

kin
d

s o
f sp

e
cia

l p
rivile

d
g
e

s. S
o

m
e

 o
f w

h
ich

 I in
clu

d
e
 h

e
re

: th
e

 rig
h

t o
f

re
p

rim
a
n
d

, th
e

 rig
h

t to
 ste

a
l, e

tc. T
h
e

y a
lso

 h
a

d
 ce

rta
in

 d
a

n
ce

s, fe
stivitie

s,
d

re
ssin

g
 (su

ch
 a

s a
n
im

a
l clo

th
in

g
) a

n
d

 sp
e

cia
l ro

le
s in

 p
u

b
lic ce

re
m

o
n

ie
s fo

r
fe

rtility o
r se

a
so

n
a

l fe
a
sts. M

a
n

y th
in

g
s su

g
g
e

st th
a

t m
e
m

b
e

rs o
f th

e
se

 g
ro

u
p

s
fu

lfille
d
 a

 sp
e

cia
l ro

le
 in

 so
cie

ty, a
 ro

le
 w

h
ich

 e
ve

n
 ca

m
e
 w

ith
 o

b
lig

a
tio

n
s su

ch
a

s th
a

t o
f se

cre
cy a

n
d

 se
ve

ra
l d

u
tie

s. F
a

rw
e

rck sh
o
w

s w
h

a
t h

e
 fo

u
n

d
 a

ro
u

n
d

th
e
se

 su
b

je
cts a

n
d
 co

n
tin

u
e

s to
 sh

o
w

 th
a

t su
ch

 g
ro

u
p

s h
a

ve
 su

rvive
d

 m
u
ch

m
u
ch

 lo
n

g
e

r th
a
n

 w
e

 m
a

y e
xp

e
ct. T

h
e
y w

e
re

 cu
ltic g

ro
u

p
s th

a
t su

rvive
d

 th
e

co
m

in
g

 o
f C

h
ristia

n
ity b

y re
m

o
d

e
lin

g
 to

 C
h

ristia
n

 g
ro

u
p

s th
a

t w
e

 ca
m

e
 to

kn
o

w
 a

s g
u

ild
s. B

e
sid

e
s su

ch
 ‘re

lig
io

u
s g

u
ild

s’, th
e

re
 w

e
re

 o
f co

u
rse

 th
e

fa
m

o
u

s w
o

rke
rs g

u
ild

s o
f th

e
 m

a
so

n
s, th

e
 tim

b
e

rm
e
n

 a
n

d
 th

e
 ta

n
n

e
rs, g

ro
u
p

s
th

a
t h

a
ve

 re
m

a
rka

b
le

 sim
ila

ritie
s to

 th
e
 M

ä
n
n

e
rb

ü
n

d
e

 o
f o

ld
.

6 A
ltg

e
rm

a
n
is
c
h
e
 R

e
lig

io
n
s
g
e
s
c
h
ic
h
te

 p
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5
4



F
a

rw
e

rck su
m

s u
p
 a

 sta
g
g
e

rin
g

 a
m

o
u
n

t o
f fo

lklo
ristic h

a
b
b

its a
n
d

 o
th

e
r

re
m

a
in

s th
a

t a
re

 u
n
m

ista
ke

n
ly co

n
n

e
cte

d
 to

 th
e

se
 g

ro
u

p
s. A

ll kin
d

s o
f sa

in
ts

se
e
m

 m
e

re
ly C

h
ristia

n
isa

tio
n

s o
f p

a
g
a
n

 d
e

itie
s a

n
d

 th
e

 tra
d

itio
n

s a
ro

u
n

d
 th

e
m

h
a

ve
 b

u
t a

 th
in

 la
ye

r o
f va

rn
ish

. H
o

rn
- a

n
d

 M
o
rrisd

a
n

ce
s, M

u
m

m
e

r’s p
la

ys,
sw

o
rd

 d
a

n
ce

s, S
c
h
e
m
b
a
rtla

u
fe
n

 a
n
d

 K
la
u
s
ja
g
e
n

, F
a

rw
e

rck le
ts a

 lo
t o

f th
e
se

n
ice

 fo
lklo

ristic fe
a

sts p
a

ss th
e

 re
a

d
e

r. It is a
m

a
zin

g
 h

o
w

 th
e

 ste
a

lrig
h

t o
r th

e
rig

h
t to

 re
p

rim
a

n
d

 a
re

 still rig
h

ts o
f yo

u
th

-g
ro

u
p

s a
s la

te
 a

s th
e
 e

a
rly 2

0
th

ce
n
tu

ry, g
ro

u
p

s th
a
t h

a
ve

 so
m

e
 w

a
te

re
d

-d
o

w
n

 e
le

m
e
n

t o
f w

e
a

rin
g

 a
n

im
a

l skin
a

n
d

 ce
rta

in
 d

a
n

ce
s th

a
t h

a
ve

 b
e

e
n

 p
e

rfo
rm

e
d

 in
 ch

u
rch

e
s u

n
til th

e
R

e
fo

rm
a

tio
n

 o
r o

ld
 p

e
o
p

le
 w

h
o

 h
u
n

g
 th

e
m

se
lve

s a
n

d
/o

r m
a

rke
d

 th
e

m
se

lve
s

to
 a

vo
id

 d
yin

g
 a

 ‘stra
w

-d
e
a

th
’. O

f co
u

rse
 m

u
ch

 in
fo

rm
a
tio

n
 co

m
e

s fro
m

C
h

ristia
n

 so
u

rce
s tryin

g
 to

 b
a

n
 th

e
se

 p
a

g
a

n
 p

ra
ctice

s, b
u
t th

is o
fte

n
 d

id
 n

o
t

w
o

rk to
o
 w

e
ll so

 th
e

y w
e

re
 trie

d
 to

 b
e

 C
h
ristia

n
ise

d
. 

R
e
c
o
n
s
tru

c
tio

n
 o
f a

n
c
ie
n
t in

itia
tio

n
s

C
h

a
p
te

r 1
0

 is d
e

d
ica

te
d
 to

 th
e

 su
m

m
in

g
 u

p
 o

f in
fo

rm
a
tio

n
 th

a
t F

a
rw

e
rck h

a
s

b
e
e

n
 a

b
le

 to
 fin

d
 to

 se
e

 if h
e

 ca
n

 re
co

n
stru

ct th
e

 rite
s. H

e
 sta

rts w
ith

 th
e

p
o
ssib

le
 p

la
ce

s w
h

e
re

 th
e

 ce
re

m
o

n
ie

s w
o

u
ld

 b
e
 h

e
ld

. O
f co

u
rse

 la
ke

s,
fo

rre
sts, h

ills, e
tc. w

e
re

 th
e

 sa
cre

d
 p

la
ce

s fo
r G

e
rm

a
n

s a
n

d
 C

e
lts a

like
. T

h
e

re
a

re
 m

a
n

y to
p

o
n

ym
s (p

la
ce

 n
a

m
e

s) th
a

t su
g
g
e

st ce
rta

in
 ce

re
m

o
n

ie
s. M

u
rd

e
r

p
its, w

o
lf p

its, d
e

vil’s h
ills, e

ve
n

 “w
o
e

n
sb

e
rg

”e
n

 (“b
e
rg

” is “h
ill” o

r “m
o

u
n
ta

in
”)

o
r p

la
ce

s n
a

m
e
d

 “W
o
e
n

se
l” (n

o
w

 p
a

rt o
f th

e
 city o

f E
in

d
h
o

ve
n

) a
n

d
“W

o
e

n
sd

re
ch

t” a
ll cle

a
rly re

fe
r to

 W
o
d
a
n
 a

n
d

 in
 th

e
 ca

se
 o

f th
e
 m

u
rd

e
r p

its,
co

u
ld

 d
e

a
th

-a
n

d
-re

su
rre

ctio
n

 ce
re

m
o
n

ie
s h

a
ve

 b
e

e
n

 h
e

ld
 th

e
re

?
 T

h
e

re
 a

re
a

lso
 to

p
o

n
ym

s th
a

t se
e
m

 to
 re

fe
r to

 (sa
cre

d
) m

e
a

ls (cu
ltic m

e
a

ls?
), so

 ca
lle

d
“tro

ja
 b

u
rch

te
n

” (co
n

stru
ctio

n
s o

r d
ra

w
in

g
s in

 th
e

 fo
rm

 o
f a

 sp
ira

l) a
b

o
u

t w
h

ich
a

 lo
t is to

 sa
y (F

a
rw

e
rck u

se
s 2

4
 p

a
g
e

s). T
h

e
n
 w

e
 h

a
ve

 th
e

 sa
cre

d
 tim

e
s o

f
th

e
 so

lstice
s a

n
d

 e
q
u

in
o

xe
s a

ro
u
n

d
 w

h
ich

 (fo
lk)sto

rie
s e

xist th
a
t su

g
g
e

st cu
ltic

rite
s va

g
u

e
 sh

a
d

o
w

s o
f w

h
ich

 h
a

ve
 b

e
e

n
 ke

p
t in

 fo
lklo

re
 a

n
d

 re
ce

n
t fe

stiva
ls.

A
fte

r th
is F

a
rw

e
rck co

m
e

s to
 clo

th
in

g
, sa

cre
d

 w
e

a
p

o
n

s, ce
rta

in
 so

n
g
s a

n
d

d
a
n

ce
s, h

a
n

g
in

g
s a

n
d

 sp
e

a
r-w

o
u

n
d

in
g
s, tra

ve
ls to

 th
e
 u

n
d
e

rw
o

rld
 a

n
d

re
su

rre
ctio

n
s th

e
re

fro
m

, n
e

w
 n

a
m

e
s, th

e
 sa

cre
d

 p
o

tio
n

 (u
su

a
lly so

m
e

th
in

g
m

a
d

e
 w

ith
 h

o
n

e
y) a

n
d

 o
ld

 a
n

d
 le

ss o
ld

 re
fe

re
n

ce
s to

 b
ro

th
e

rh
o
o

d
s o

f a
ll so

rts.

F
a

rw
e

rck co
n
tin

u
e

s w
ith

 g
u

ild
s. S

in
ce

 th
e

y a
re

 fa
irly re

ce
n

t th
e

re
 is m

o
re

in
fo

rm
a

tio
n

 a
va

ila
b

le
 a

b
o

u
t th

e
ir stru

ctu
re

, h
a

b
b

its, le
g
a

l sta
tu

s, e
tc. N

o
t o

n
ly

w
o

rke
rs-g

u
ild

s a
re

 sp
o
ke

n
 a

b
o

u
t, b

u
t a

lso
 fo

r e
xa

m
p

le
 sh

o
o
tin

g
 g

u
ild

s, a
b

e
lo

ve
d

 su
b

je
ct fo

r p
e
o

p
le

 w
h

o
 w

a
n

t to
 fin

d
 th

e
 tra

ce
s b

a
ck to

 a
 fu

rth
e

r p
a

st. 
W

ith
 “b

u
ild

in
g
 h

u
ts” a

n
d

 b
u

ild
in

g
 g

u
ild

s w
e

 a
re

 a
 ste

p
 clo

se
r to

 o
u

r o
w

n
 tim

e
,

b
e
ca

u
se

 yo
u

 w
ill p

ro
b
a

b
ly kn

o
w

 th
a

t th
e

y a
re

 w
e

ll re
p

re
se

n
te

d
 in

 th
e

 h
isto

ry
th

e
 F

re
e

m
a

so
n

s g
ive

 th
e

m
se

lve
s. D

iffe
re

n
t kin

d
s o

f g
u

ild
s h

a
ve

 a
ll kin

d
s o

f
se

cre
ts th

a
t a

re
 b

o
th

 p
ra

ctica
l a

n
d

 re
lig

io
u

s. Y
o
u

 ca
n

 re
a

d
 a

ll a
b
o

u
t it in

 th
e

p
o
p

u
la

r h
isto

rie
s o

f F
re

e
m

a
so

n
ry, b

u
t F

a
rw

e
rck p

re
se

n
ts a

 n
ice

 o
ve

rvie
w

 a
n

d
ve

ry in
te

re
stin

g
 d

e
ta

ils. N
o
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a
t p

la
n

 is n
o
t so

m
e
th

in
g

 th
o

u
g
h

t u
p
 b

y
g
re

a
te

r o
r le

sse
r G

o
d

(s), it is th
e

 g
ro

u
n

d
stru

ctu
re

 o
f a

ll th
a
t ca

m
e

 fro
m

G
in

u
n

g
a

g
a
p

. T
h

e
 N

o
rth

e
rn

 tra
d

itio
n

 h
a

s a
 p

e
rfe

ct te
rm

 fo
r th

a
t id

e
a

: “Ø
rlö

g
”,

w
h

ich
 lite

ra
lly m

e
a

n
s: “p

rim
a

l la
w

”. I kn
o

w
 th

a
t w

h
e

n
 yo

u
 re

a
d

 th
e

 te
xts a

n
d

e
sp

e
cia

lly w
h

e
n

 yo
u

 re
a
d

 b
o

o
ks a

b
o
u

t th
e

 N
o

rth
e

rn
 tra

d
itio

n
s, th

e
 te

rm
 w

ill b
e

e
xp

la
in

e
d

 d
iffe

re
n

tly. S
o

m
e
 se

e
 it a

s so
m

e
 so

rt o
f p

e
rso

n
a

l fa
te

, o
th

e
rs w

ill
(a

lm
o

st a
n

d
 u

su
a

lly im
p

licitly) e
q
u

a
te

 it w
ith

 “h
e

ila
g
r”, “skö

p
” o

r e
ve

n
 th

e
 ‘la

w
s

o
f n

a
tu

re
’, so

m
e

 se
e

 it a
s th

e
 su

m
 o

f th
e
 p

a
st, p

re
se

n
t a

n
d

 fu
tu

re
. A

n
o

th
e

r
th

in
g

 th
a

t yo
u

 w
ill se

e
 o

fte
n
 is th

e
 co

n
n

e
ctio

n
 o

f Ø
rlö

g
 w

ith
 th

e
 n

o
rn

s. In
 m

y
o

p
in

io
n

 it is in
co

rre
ct to

 th
in

k th
a

t th
e

 n
o

rn
s m

a
d
e
 Ø

rlö
g
, th

e
y a

re
 ra

th
e

r th
e

e
x
p
re
s
s
io
n
 o

r k
e
e
p
e
rs o

f it.

W
a
lte

r G
e

h
l w

ro
te

 th
e

 ve
ry in

te
re

stin
g

 (a
n

d
 a

g
a

in
 h

a
rd

 to
 g

e
t) b

o
o

k D
e
r

G
e
rm

a
n
is
c
h
e
 S
c
h
ic
k
s
a
ls
g
la
u
b
e
 (1

9
3

9
 G

e
rm

a
n
ic
 b
e
lie
f in

 fa
te

) in
 w

h
ich

 h
e

d
e
scrib

e
s se

ve
ra

l te
rm

s fo
r “fa

te
” is b

o
th

 co
n
tin

e
n

ta
l a

n
d

 S
ca

n
d

in
a

via
n

so
u

rce
s. G

e
h

l g
ive

s te
rm

s fro
m

 d
iffe

re
n

t G
e
rm

a
n

ic la
n

g
u

a
g
e

s fo
r th

e
 co

n
ce

p
t

su
ch

 a
s g

ila
g
u

, a
ld
rla

g
u

, e
a
ld
o
rle

g
u
, fe

o
rh
le
g
u

, lö
g
, fo

rlö
g
 a

n
d
 u
rla

c. T
h

e
 te

rm
“Ø

rlö
g
” se

e
m

s to
 b

e
 p

re
se

n
t in

 m
o
st (a

ll?
) o

f th
e

 G
e

rm
a

n
ic la

n
g
u

a
g
e

s. G
e
h

l
a

d
d

s th
a

t it se
e

m
s th

a
t th

e
 te

rm
 “Ø

rlö
g
” se

e
m

s to
 h

a
ve

 b
e
e

n
 th

e
 p

re
fe

rre
d

w
o

rd
 in

 m
yth

o
lo

g
ica

l te
xts, w

h
ile

 o
th

e
r te

rm
s a

re
 u

se
d
 in

 h
e

ro
ic e

p
ics. In

 m
a
n

y
ca

se
s th

e
 co

n
te

xt o
f th

e
 te

rm
 d

o
e

s n
o

t se
e
m

 to
 e

n
tire

ly co
rre

sp
o
n

d
 to

 m
y

e
xp

la
n

a
tio

n
, in

 o
th

e
r ca

se
s th

e
 e

xp
la

n
a
tio

n
 co

m
e

s clo
se

r to
 m

y o
w

n
. I a

m
su

re
 n

o
t e

ve
ry a

n
cie

n
t G

e
rm

a
n

 (o
r a

n
y?

) w
o
u

ld
 u

se
 m

y e
xp

la
n

a
tio

n
 fo

r th
e

te
rm

, so
 th

e
 a

b
o

ve
 is m

o
re

 o
f a

n
 illu

stra
tio

n
 o

f w
h

a
t is a

va
ila

b
le

 a
n
d

 h
o

w
 I

p
re

fe
r to

 u
se

 th
e

 te
rm

.

T
o
 sa

y a
 little

 m
o
re

 a
b
o

u
t “h

e
ila

g
r”, le

t m
e

 g
ive

 a
 tra

n
sla

tio
n

 o
f a

 D
u

tch
 te

xt o
f

S
te

fa
a

n
 va

n
 d

e
n

 E
yn

d
e

:

H
e

ila
g
r is a

 tra
n

sce
n

d
e

n
ta

l co
n

ce
p

t th
a
t m

a
n

ife
sts o

n
 va

rio
u

s le
ve

ls,
in

clu
d

in
g

 th
e

 p
e

rso
n

a
l. W

e ca
n

 d
e

scrib
e

 it a
s a

 n
o

n
-p

h
ysica

l D
ivin

e
su

b
sta

n
ce

 th
a
t ca

n
 m

a
ke

 p
a

rt o
f e

ve
ry h

u
m

a
n

 a
n

d
 w

h
ich

 ca
n

 live
 o

n
a
fte

r th
e

 ca
rrie

r d
ie

s. T
h

e
 fo

rce
 a

n
d

 ra
d

ia
tio

n
 o

f so
m

e
o

n
e

’s p
e

rso
n
a

l
h
e

ila
g
r is p

ro
p

o
rtio

n
a
te

 w
ith

 th
e

 d
e

g
re

e
 o

f h
is livin

g
 co

n
fo

rm
 th

e
 P

rim
a

l
O

rd
e

r [i.e
. "Ö

rlo
g
r"]. [...]

T
h

e
 in

d
ivid

u
a

l h
e

ila
g
r m

o
re

o
ve

r, is in
d

isso
lu

b
ly co

n
n

e
cte

d
 w

ith
 th

e
jo

in
tly h

e
ila

g
r o

f th
e

 fa
m

ily –
 th

e
 fa

m
ily h

e
ila

g
r. [...] It w

ill b
e

 cle
a

r th
a

t
th

e
 h

e
ila

g
r o

f a
 kin

g
 sh

o
u

ld
 ra

d
ia

te
 o

ve
r h

is e
n

tire
 d

o
m

a
in

. 8

S
o

 “h
e

ila
g
r” is so

m
e

 so
rt o

f ‘sp
iritu

a
l su

b
sta

n
ce

’ th
a

t yo
u

 ca
n

 ‘g
a
in

’ p
e
rso

n
a

lly,
w

ith
 yo

u
r kin

, co
u
n

try o
r e

ve
n

 m
a

n
kin

d
 a

s a
 w

h
o
le

. “H
e

ila
g
r” is g

a
in

e
d

 b
y

8 A
s
a
trú

, in
le
id
in
g
 to

t e
e
n
 tra

d
itio

n
e
le
 re

lig
ie

 (‘A
sa

trú
, in

tro
d

u
ctio

n
 to

 a
 tra

d
itio

n
a

l re
lig

io
n
’) b

y
S

te
fa

a
n

 va
n

 d
e
n

 E
yn

d
e
. W

e
rkg

ro
e
p
 T

ra
d
itie

 vzw
. first ve

rsio
n

 2
0
0
3



livin
g

 a
cco

rd
in

g
 to

 Ø
rlö

g
. “D

o
 yo

u
r d

u
ty” is th

e
 d

e
vice

 o
f a

 m
a

n
 I kn

e
w

 w
e

ll;
“live

 yo
u

r fa
te

”. Is th
is fa

te
 th

e
n

 a
n

 u
n

ch
a

n
g
a

b
le

 p
re

se
t p

la
n

 fo
r a

ll o
f u

s?
P

e
rh

a
p

s, b
u
t m

a
n

’s fre
e

d
o
m

 e
xists in

 p
e

rfo
rm

in
g
 h

is d
u

ty a
n

d
 sin

ce
 w

e
 d

o
 n

o
t

kn
o

w
 o

u
r fa

te
 in

 d
e

ta
il, d

o
e

s it re
a

lly m
a
tte

r if w
e

 ch
o

se
 so

m
e

th
in

g
 o

u
rse

lve
s

o
r if it w

a
s ‘ch

o
se

n
 fo

r u
s’?

 B
e

sid
e

s, th
e

re
 is a

 fre
e
 w

ill a
fte

r a
ll. Y

o
u

 ca
n

c
h
o
o
s
e
 n
o
t to

 live
 a

cco
rd

in
g
 to

 Ø
rlö

g
, b

re
a

k d
o

w
n

 yo
u

r o
w

n
 “h

e
ila

g
r” a

n
d
 th

a
t

o
f th

o
se

 clo
se

 a
n
d

 le
ss clo

se
 to

 yo
u

. It is a
ctu

a
lly a

 c
h
o
ic
e

 to
 “live

 yo
u

r fa
te

”.

T
h
e

 sto
rie

s fro
m

 fo
r e

xa
m

p
le

 th
e

 E
d
d
a

s, b
u
t in

 fa
ct a

ll m
yth

s a
n
d

 m
a

n
y sa

g
a
s

a
n
d

 fo
lksto

rie
s ca

n
 b

e
 in

te
rp

re
te

d
 in

 d
iffe

re
n

t w
a

ys, o
n
 d

iffe
re

n
t le

ve
ls if yo

u
like

, a
n
d

 a
ll in

te
rp

re
ta

tio
n

s ca
n

 b
e

 tru
e

. A
 sim

p
le

 e
xa

m
p

le
 is S

a
n

ta
kla

u
s. T

o
 a

ch
ild

 yo
u

 ca
n

 sa
y th

a
t S

a
n
ta

kla
u
s is a

 h
a

p
p

y fe
llo

w
 w

ith
 a

 re
d

 a
n
d

 w
h

ite
 su

it
w

h
o

 flie
s th

ro
u

g
h

 th
e

 a
ir o

n
 a

 sle
d

 d
ra

w
n

 b
y re

in
d
e

e
rs. T

h
is is tru

e
! It is b

u
t a

w
a

y o
f e

xp
la

in
in

g
 th

in
g
s. W

h
e

n th
e

 ch
ild

 g
ro

w
s u

p
, th

e
 p

a
re

n
ts u

su
a

lly sa
y

th
a
t S

a
n

ta
kla

u
s is m

a
n

y d
iffe

re
n
t p

e
o

p
le

 d
re

sse
d

 u
p

 a
n

d
 th

a
t th

e
 p

re
se

n
ts a

re
g
ive

n
 b

y th
e
 p

a
re

n
ts th

e
m

se
lve

s. O
f co

u
rse

 th
is is ve

ry fa
ctu

a
l. S

o
m

e
 p

a
re

n
ts

m
a

y sa
y th

a
t th

e
 d

re
sse

d
-u

p
 g

u
y a

ctu
a

lly re
p

re
se

n
ts O

d
in

/W
o
d
a
n
 w

h
o

 w
a

s
a

d
o

re
d

 in
 th

e
 w

in
te

r p
e

rio
d
 b

y o
u

r a
n
ce

sto
rs. T

h
is is a

lso
 a

 w
a

y o
f e

xp
la

in
in

g
th

e
 sym

b
o
lism

 o
f th

e
 C

h
ristm

a
s-p

e
rio

d
. T

h
e

n
, o

f co
u

rse
, th

e
re

 is th
e

 ‘e
so

te
ric’

in
te

rp
re

ta
tio

n
 th

a
t m

ig
h

t co
n

n
e

ct O
d

in
 w

ith
 th

e
 W

ild
 H

u
n

t, th
e
 e

lite
 w

a
rrio

rs o
f

O
d

in
, th

e
 q

u
e

st o
f m

a
n

 fo
r th

e
 e

sse
n

ce
 o

f b
e

in
g
, o

r th
e

 ‘sca
rin

g
 a

w
a

y’ o
f th

e
‘o

ld
 se

lf’ o
f th

e
 o

ld
 ye

a
r. A

ll th
re

e
 e

xp
la

n
a
tio

n
s a

re
 tru

e
, a

ll th
re

e
 e

xp
la

n
a

tio
n

s
a

re
 va

lu
a
b

le
 a

n
d

 d
e

p
e

n
d
in

g
 o

n
 w

h
a
t g

la
sse

s yo
u

 w
e

a
r w

h
e

n
 re

a
d

in
g

 o
u

r te
xts

o
f o

ld
, d

iffe
re

n
t e

xp
la

n
a

tio
n

s w
ill o

ccu
r.

S
e

ve
ra

l sto
rie

s o
f th

e
 E
d
d
a

s ca
n

 b
e
 re

a
d

 a
s in

itia
tio

n
 sto

rie
s. I h

a
ve

 a
lre

a
d
y

g
ive

n
 th

e
 e

xa
m

p
le

 o
f th

e
 sto

ry o
f B

a
ld

e
r w

h
o

 d
ie

d
, e

n
d

s u
p

 in
 H

e
l a

n
d

re
a

rise
s a

fte
r R

a
g
n

a
ro

k. A
n

o
th

e
r e

xa
m

p
le

 is th
e

 sto
ry in

 w
h

ich
 T

h
o

r a
n

d
 L

o
ki

tra
ve

l to
 th

e
 ca

stle
 o

f U
tg

a
rd

a
-L

o
ki. If th

e
 N

o
rth

e
rn

 G
o
d

s a
re

 ta
ke

n
 a

s a
sp

e
cts

in
 th

e
 co

n
stitu

tio
n

 o
f m

a
n

, it w
o

u
ld

 n
o

t b
e

 to
o
 stra

n
g
e

 to
 sa

y th
a

t L
o
ki

re
p

re
se

n
ts o

u
r e

g
o

, T
h
o

r o
u

r w
ill a

n
d

 O
d

in
 o

u
r h

ig
h

e
r S

e
lf. In

 th
is sto

ry o
n
ly

th
e
 tw

o
 lo

w
e

r p
a

rts ta
ke

 a
 jo

u
rn

e
y, p

re
tty m

u
ch

 a
s in

 ‘re
a

l life
’. Ju

st th
in

k a
b
o

u
t

it, h
o

w
 m

a
n

y p
e

o
p

le
 live

 p
u

re
ly b

y e
g
o

 a
n

d
 lo

w
e

r d
e
sire

 a
n
d

 h
o

w
 m

a
n

y
g
e

n
u

in
e

ly sp
iritu

a
l p

e
o

p
le

 d
o

 yo
u

 kn
o

w
?

 T
h
e
 sto

ry se
e
m

s to
 re

p
re

se
n
t th

e
sta

te
 th

a
t m

o
st o

f u
s live

 in
. W

e live
 o

u
r live

s b
y o

u
r lo

w
e

r a
sp

e
cts a

n
d
 fo

rg
e

t
to

 b
rin

g
 o

u
r O

d
in

. O
n

 th
e

ir tra
ve

ls T
h
o

r a
n
d

 L
o
ki sp

e
n

d
 th

e
 n

ig
h

t a
t a

 fa
rm

w
h

e
re

 th
e

y e
a

t T
h
o

r’s g
o
a

ts. W
h
e

n T
h
o

r re
vive

s h
is g

o
a

ts, o
n
e

 o
f th

e
m

 is
la

m
e

 a
t o

n
e

 h
o
o

f, a
 lo

ss th
a

t is co
m

p
e
n

sa
te

d
 b

y th
e

 fa
rm

e
r’s tw

o
 ch

ild
re

n
T

h
ia

lfi a
n

d
 R

o
skva

. T
h

e
 p

a
rty se

ts o
n
 tra

ve
llin

g
, cro

sse
s th

e
 w

a
te

rs, w
h

ich
m

e
a

n
s th

a
t th

e
y tra

ve
l to

 ‘th
e
 o

th
e

r w
o

rld
’, th

ro
u

g
h

 a
 g

ig
a

n
tic fo

re
st, w

h
ich

co
u
ld

 b
e

 a
 te

st a
n

d
 th

e
y a

re
 su

re
ly te

ste
d
 b

y th
e
 g

ia
n

t in
 th

e
 fo

re
st a

n
d

 in
 th

e
ca

stle
 U

tg
a

rd
a

-L
o

ki a
n
d
 in

 th
e

 e
n
d

 th
e

y ‘w
a

ke
 u

p
’, h

o
p
e

fu
lly re

n
e

w
e

d
. T

h
e

te
sts th

e
m

se
lve

s a
n

d
 a

lso
 th

e
 d

isa
p
p

e
a

rin
g
 ca

stle
 o

f U
tg

a
rd

a
-L

o
ki ca

n
 a

lso
 b

e
e

xp
la

in
e
d

 a
s T

h
o

r a
n
d

 L
o

ki fa
ilin

g
 to

 se
e

 th
a

t th
e

y live
 in

 a
 w

o
rld

 o
f illu

sio
n

(“M
a

ya
” th

e
 H

in
d

u
s ca

ll th
is). A

lte
rn

a
lly, w

e
 ca

n
 re

a
d

 th
e
 sto

ry a
s a

n
 in

itia
tio

n
o

f T
h

ia
lfi w

h
o

 is p
icke

d
 u

p
 b

y e
ld

e
rs, d

ra
g
g
e

d
 in

to
 a

 fo
re

st a
n

d
 te

ste
d

.

H
o

w
 ‘e

so
te

ric’ is a
ll th

a
t?

 N
o
t a

t a
ll if yo

u
 d

o
 n

o
t p

ro
je

ct su
ch

 a
 sto

ry o
n

yo
u

rse
lf. O

u
r te

xts ca
n

 b
e

 re
a

d
 w

ith
 a

 m
e

a
n

in
g
 o

r e
ve

n
 p

re
p
a

ra
tio

n
 fo

r th
e

‘g
re

a
te

r w
o

rk’, b
u

t th
is itse

lf w
ill o

f co
u

rse
 n

o
t ‘o

p
e
n

 yo
u

r th
ird

 e
ye

’. T
h

a
t

n
e
e

d
s T

ra
d
itio

n
.

C
o
n
c
lu
s
io
n
?

L
ike

 I sa
id

: n
o
 b

lu
e
p

rin
t, ju

st p
o
in

te
rs. W

ith
 a

ll in
fo

rm
a
tio

n
 a

b
o
ve

, th
e

co
n
clu

sio
n

 se
e
m

s to
 b

e
 th

a
t w

e
 h

a
ve

 b
u
t a

 fe
w

 ch
o

ice
s: 1

) ta
ke

 a
ll th

is fo
r

g
ra

n
te

d
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